
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Message from the President 
 

Welcome to the third GMA newsletter for 2014. Since 
the last newsletter, our industrious volunteers have 
been busy on a number of projects and events.  
 

The biggest of all was ‘Get to Know Mary Day’ held in 
the Mary River Koala Corridor Project site on 4 May 
2014. Our group, with expert input of many other 
organisations in the region, held walks along the river 
bank which provided the community with a unique 
opportunity to understand more about the Mary River 
ecosystem. You will find out more about that day in 
this newsletter.  
 

Another activity of our group was 
the creation of a booklet which 
summarises the Mary River 
Koala Corridor Project and in 
particular ‘Love Mary Day’, which 
we held in May 2013. Led by 
Juanita, with support from 
Glenda and Cécile, this booklet 
will be available soon. My 
favourite parts of the booklet are 
the stories of the landholders 
who have given their time, 

resources and land to make our project a success. 
The contribution private landholders make to improve 
the health of the environment is often overlooked and 
this chapter highlights some of the reasons why 
private landholders get involved in such projects. 
Special thanks to the Burnett Mary Regional Group for 
providing funding for printing of the booklet. 
 

Finally we were thrilled to discover that jewel beetles 
are now causing severe damage to cat's claw vine in 
the wild; more about this in the projects update. 
 

Please enjoy reading our latest newsletter, so 
carefully prepared by Cécile. And remember, 
everyone is welcome to join in our activities.  
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Projects update 

Mary River Koala Corridor 

 
Insight into the trees of the Mary River Koala 
Corridor  

         By Col Bowman 
 
Our group of tireless volunteers have planted koala 
food trees on the banks of the Mary River on four 
private properties near Petrie Park at Tiaro. This is 
part of an overall environmental program which 
includes tree planting, river bank stabilisation, weed 
control using biological, mechanical and chemical 
control. Weeds are the biggest enemies of small trees 
especially introduced grasses used for grazing 
animals together with exotic fruit trees such as Guava 
which have been spread by birds. Further the 
breeding and release of two types of insects to control 
and destroy cat’s claw vine, an introduced garden 
plant which can climb, smother and kill large trees, 
continues. 
 
The koala food trees are the 30 varieties of the  
700 Eucalypt trees of Australia, which the koalas eat, 
and naturally occur in our region. Koalas also eat non 
Eucalypt trees such as Brush Box, Swamp Box and 
Broad Leaf Paper Bark which increases the number 
of food trees as koalas only eat leaves; and each 
month some of the trees are making flowers and new 
growth regardless of the climate eg. rain or dry times 
as these trees can have roots up to 20 metres into the 
soil so they get up to 60% of their water from 
underground water supply. 
 

 
Col Bowman in the Mary River Koala Corridor during our ‘Get to 
Know Mary Day’ event  

 
 
Other wildlife use these trees’ leaves, flowers, fruit as 
food sources as well as for nest sites and tree hollows 
as homes. The koala, having one of the warmest furs, 
uses the ‘rainforest’ understorey which is not only 
heavily shaded through the day but the trees give off 
water vapour as they translocate the water and plant 
nutrient from the soil to the leaves. Recent study has 
shown the koala will sleep with their belly against a 
tree trunk and as the moisture is pumped up to the 
leaves this acts like an air conditioner to cool the koala 
through all the blood vessels close to the surface of 
their belly. People can test this by touching the side of 
a tree which is in sunshine then feel the other side in 
the shade. 
 

 
Koala prints at Get to Know Mary Day thanks to Erica 

Education is another aspect of GMA. Two events, 
‘Love Mary Day’ in May 2013 and ‘Get to Know Mary 
Day’ in May 2014, have drawn good attendance to 
view and hear about the program. The koala ears 
activity was very popular with the young ones thanks 
to Shawn.  
 

 
Koala ears for the young and not so young ones at Get to Know 
Mary Day thanks to Shawn 

The Greater Mary Association is not the only group in 
the Wide Bay involved in forest re-generation of koala 
food trees. Individuals and other groups are involved, 
with one group recently approaching the Fraser Coast 
Regional Council (FCRC) to use the ‘Environmental 
Levy’, collected as part of the annual rates, to be used 
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to protect koalas and koala habitat in perpetuity as the 
Wide Bay can become a ‘living Noahs Ark’ to save the 
koala in its natural state. When considering the multi 
millions of dollars which overseas tourism brings to 
Australia this would be an added incentive to visit the 
Wide Bay region with all the other existing attractions. 
 

Another often overlooked part of this story is the rise 
of Farm Forestry. By 2024 all forestry product will 
have to come from managed native and planted 
forests off privately owned land, which means timber 
cannot be harvested from Government (Crown) Land. 
While not planted for fauna habitat the long term 
forests will become essential habitat for native fauna 
because of the long time frame till harvest together 
with the system of environmental sustainable harvest 
practices which means that a harvest cycle can take 
no more out of the forest than the forest can replace 
since the last harvest. Remember that forest is 
continually growing and replacing trees naturally, and 
in this way the forest is forever. 

   Page 2 

 
The trees that we planted in the Mary River Koala Corridor are 
now taller than Tanzi! 

 

 
Cat’s claw creeper biological controls 

          
          By Ross Smith 

 
 
After many releases and many establishments with 
some failures we now have the first pictures of jewel 
beetles causing severe damage to a cat's claw 
infestation in the wild. We usually observe 
scattered damage by adult feeding and larval leaf 
mining which is having an effect but is not as 
concentrated as we would like it - to have a damaging 
effect on the vine. 
 
Here we have the first example in the wild where the 
damage caused by adult feeding is severe enough to 
limit the vines climbing up the trunk. The infestations 
are not large but it is significant that this is the first 
time we have found this degree of damage outside of 
the tunnel house where we raise the beetles. Both 
examples were found in sunny positions on the 
western side of the gully where we had the photos of 
beetles on a fence post last year. This reinforces the 
theory that beetles like sunny and usually vertical 
vines, but we do find some larval activity in shady 
areas and on the ground. 
 

 
Beetle damage to climbing vines 17.06.2014 

Following these observations a survey of other 
release sites was conducted and some good 
infestations were found. One good infestation was 
found in Sauers paddock on the Koala Corridor which 
hasn’t had a release for many months.  
 
An old release site near the Tiaro Bridge over the 

Mary River showed a good infestation removed from  
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the release site and general light occurrences of discs 

over the whole area. The release site at ‘Home Park’ 
property south of Tiaro showed scattered discs in 
small numbers over a large area and some 
reasonable infestations in the sunny western edge of 

the cat’s claw vine. The interesting thing about the 

‘Home Park’ site is that an infestation was found in a 

shady area on the ground surface. Infestations in 

shady areas have been very rare and the whole 

shaded gully at ‘Caughoo’ (34 Vandoorn Rd) shows 

very scattered discs but very little damage.  
 

The overall good news is that the beetles are 
establishing in the outside environment, as some of 
those observations have not had a release for nearly 
12 months. Damage to the vine is not major at this 
stage but hopefully these established beetles will 
adapt more to their environment and produce better 
results. 
 

A major boost to our tunnel house occurred when we 
collected approximately two hundred pots of lush cat’s 
claw vine from Gympie Landcare in return for 
providing them beetles to repopulate their breeding 
program. These pots are now showing discs and 
developing larvae. 
 

 
Evidence of leaf mining and larval disks of the jewel beetle 

Another addition to our supplies came from Dr Dunn 
and his neighbour who supplied 80+ potted cat’s claw 
cuttings and some of those are already growing. 
 
I visited the open day at the Bio-Control facility run by 
the Bundaberg Regional Council recently. This project 
deals with Jewel Beetles and bio-controls for Salvinia 
water weed as well as some work on Giant Rats Tail 
grass fungus. We weren’t able to see any of their 
outside beetle release successes but their tunnel 
house setup contains the beetles in tight cages similar  

 
the one we obtained ours in. The other big difference 
is it seems they have had much more funding from the 
Burnett Mary Regional Group than our modest project 
and the operation is conducted by paid staff of 
Council. 
 

 
Ross during his tour ‘Bugs in action: Biological control of Cat’s 
claw creeper’ at Get to Know Mary Day (photo courtesy of Hew) 

 

Like GMA on Facebook! 
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterMary 
 
Follow the GMA’s blogs: 
http://tiarotingids.blogspot.com.au/ 
http://maryriverkoalas.blogspot.com.au/ 
http://greatermary.wix.com/riverlovers/   
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Activities undertaken in April, 
May and June 2014 
 
 

Film - In Retrospect: The Mary River 
 

The GMA fan club was present at most of the 
screenings of In Retrospect: The Mary River, the Mary 
River Catchment Coordinating Committee (MRCCC) 
film (90min) which portrays the local folklore and 
heritage of the Mary River to encourage reflection on 
the past, so that we may create a better future for our 
river and our communities. If you haven’t seen this 
film yet, do yourself a favour, get your own copy ($11) 
by calling the MRCCC Resource Centre 5482 4766. 
  

 
In Retrospect at the Brolga Theatre, Maryborough with several of 
the persons interviewed in the film 

Public screenings in the Mary River catchment: 
29 March, Brooweena, World premiere! 
11 April, Gympie 
19 April, Dagun 
30 April, Maryborough 
5 May, Kilkivan 
22 May, Pomona 
14 June, Conondale 
 

 
DVD In Retrospect: The Mary River 

 
 
Working Bees 
 

Our usual alternating working bee one month, general 
meeting the next varied as we had to organise more 
working bees than usual this term to prepare for the 
event ‘Get to Know Mary Day’ on 4 May.  
 
Event preparation involved: planning; risk 
assessment of event site; inviting experts to lead 
walks/present talks; advertising; contacting media; 
informing members and the general public about this 
event; making and installing signage; preparing info 
sheets; creating a roster for the all the volunteers 
helping for the day; borrowing, erecting and folding 
markees; hiring and transporting portable toilet; 
making the site pretty for the day; buying and selling 
drinks and food; cooking koala biscuits; finding more 
volunteers to help; coordinating interpretative walks; 
praying for good weather; welcoming and informing 
visitors; etc. etc. 
 
Highlights of each working bee below. 
 

30 March, celebrating Tanzi’s 40th birthday! 
 

 
Many happy returns Tanzi! 

 
Waiting for the torrential rain to stop to start working 
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12 April, the first trees were planted on the fifth 
property to be invovled in thie Mary River Koala 
Corridor - fifty trees in total, including figs, koala food 
trees, silky oaks and she-oaks. Plans for ‘Get to Know 
Mary day’ also finalised... 
 

  
Team 1: working hard planting trees...   Team 2: no comments! 

 27 April, Preparation for ‘Get to Know Mary Day’ 
 

 
Blue is the colour of...love. 

3 May, Final preparation for ‘Get to Know Mary Day’ 
 

 
Almost ready… 

 
General meetings 
 

Main focus of the 8 April meeting: 
 Queensland  Globe training  

 Preparations for Get to Know Mary Day 

 GMA Brochure 

 Sharing pictures amongst GMA members 

 Joint stall at Maryborough Markets with the Fraser 
Coast branch of WPSQ 

 Contributions for the April/May/June newsletter 
 

 
8 April, Powerhouse, Kent St 

Main focus of the 10 June meeting: 
 Get to Know Mary Day Debrief  

 Reciprocate Rotary Club of Maryborough Sunrise 
help 

 Bundaberg Workshop on Biological controls  

 Site visit to Churchill St and surrounds Mary River 
properties 

 MRCCC meeting 

 Weed management workshops in Maryborough 
and Hervey Bay 

 National tree day 27 July – GMA is having a stall 
(see attached image) 

 National Landcare Conference – 17 – 19 
September 2014, Melbourne  

 Progress with Love Mary Day booklet  

 Queensland Globe training 

 GMA July, Aug, Sept Newsletter, contributions.  

 Fraser Coast Opportunities membership 

 Tiaro Community Radio talk – Biocontrols, etc. 
 

 
10 June, Powerhouse, Kent St 
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If you have seen In Retrospect you’ll know why Butch got a giant 
chocolate bar at our last meeting. 

Launch of the new tour Portside By Night, 
Maryborough, 11 April 
 

Entertaining lamplight tour of the historic Portside 
Precinct. Mary Rivers and the Night Watchman spin 
yarns and quirky tales of sailors, the Mary River, 
brothels and opium dens. Third Friday of the month 
5.30-7.30pm, $25 per person. 
 

 
Mary Rivers and the Night Watchman 

 
Get to Know Mary Day, 4 May 

By Tanzi Smith 
 
On 4 May 2014, over 70 people took the opportunity 
to get up close and personal with the Mary River at 
our ‘Get to Know Mary Day’ event near Petrie Park in 
Tiaro.  
 
Get to Know Mary Day’ involved seven different 
riverbank walks, which were each repeated twice 
along a specially prepared section of riverbank. These 
walks focussed on aspects of river ecology, 
management issues and species of local significance.  
 

 
Topics included: 

 The Koala Corridor Project - our progress and 
goals, 

 Getting to Know the Turtles of the Mary, 

 Koala Food trees and forestry, 

 Bugs in action: Biological control of Cats Claw 
Creeper, 

 A botanist’s view of the Koala Corridor, 

 How rivers work, 

 Riverine ecology and restoration.  
 

 
Information tent at Get to Know Mary Day (photo courtesy of 
Natalie Richardson) 

GMA would like to thank all the groups and individuals 
who shared their expertise, gave of their time or made 
a donation to the event: Mary River Catchment 
Coordinating Committee, Tiaro and District Landcare, 
Fraser Coast branch of the Wildlife Preservation 
Society of Queensland, Rotary Club of Maryborough 
Sunrise, Peter McAdam, Erica Neate’s Lino Prints, 
Josie and Kev from Southern Fraser Coast, B&H 
Rural, Tiaro Meats and Bacon and Tiaro CWA. 
Thanks also to the Australian Government’s 
Community Action Grant program which helped kick 
off the Koala Corridor project in 2012. 
 
Our day is also featured in an article in the Winter 
2014 newsletter of the Peter Cullen Water and 
Environment Trust.  Follow this link here to read the 
newsletter including our GMA article 
http://www.petercullentrust.com.au/publications/bridg
ing_newsletters   
 
More pictures of Get to Know Mary Day are presented 
on page 9: Best of Get to Know Mary Day. 
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Working with weeds in Bush Regeneration 
Workshop, 15 & 16 May (Hervey Bay) and  
17 May (Maryborough) 

Workshop organised by the Fraser Coast Regional 
Council, funded by the Burnett Mary Regional Group 
and delivered by Spencer Shaw from Brush Turkey 
Enterprises. Several GMA members attended this 
workshop in order to try to apply the principles to our 
Mary River Koala Corridor project. 

Topics covered include: 

 Beneficial Weed values 

 Landscape Ecology 

 Successional Weed Management 

 Revegetation / Regeneration sites 
 

 
Spencer Shaw from Brush Turkey Enterprises during a 
field trip to Teddington Weir, Tinana 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Visit of Point Lookout riparian zone, 
Maryborough, 26 May 

  By Juanita Johnston 
 
During Brad Wedlock’s River Walk on Getting to 
Know Mary Day, a Maryborough riverside resident 
invited some MRCCC staff along to see his section of 
the Mary River near Point Outlook, on the Mary River 
in Maryborough, seeking some help in maintaining 
this section of the riparian zone.   
 
Tom and Cathy Dunn were our hosts, and two river 
bank neighbours joined in our meeting.  Tom took 
Brad and Tanzi down his steep riverbank then further 
along to inspect about seven other properties south of 
his.  On the way Tanzi took a water sample from the 
river and was surprised to see how little salt it 
contained.  This was put down to the recent rains.  
  
After the inspection we all sat around for a meeting 
and Tom was given a folder of information offering 
guidelines of support for him to share with his 
neighbours.  Brad’s conclusion was that the most 
urgent needs of this section was to work on the Cat’s 
Claw Creeper and to plant lomandra at the toe of the 
sliding bank. 

_____ 
 

 
 

Greater Mary Association’s Office Bearers 

 

President: Dr Tanzi Smith 

Vice-President: Lawrie Wilson 

Treasurer: Ross Smith 

Secretary: Glenda Pitman 

Assistant Secretary: Juanita Johnston 

Liaison Officer with other environmental groups: 
John Williams 

Liaison Officer with Lock The Gate: Ross Ellis 

Newsletter Editor: Cécile Espigolé 
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Best of Get to Know Mary Day 
4 May 2014 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
     GMA Newsletter July, August & September 2014 

   Page 9 

 

Get to Know Mary Day team of volunteers 

Rod and Ross at the BBQ 

 Robyn and Glenda at the BBQ tent 
Tiaro Landcare’s display on the Mary River Turtle 



River She-Oak 
 

By Glenda Ptiman 
 
River She-Oak (Casuarina cunninghamiana) 
 
This is a very graceful tree, with branchlets that look 
like long filaments, and leaves that are tiny ‘teeth’ at 
the joint of branchlets (an adaptation to reduce the 
loss of water and enable the tree to live in quite hostile 
environments). These can survive on poor soil, as the 
roots have the ability to ‘fix’ nitrogen from the air, and 
not need to rely on fertilizers. 
 

 
River She-Oak 

This species of Casuarina grows along creeks and 
rivers and on flood plains along the east coast of 
Australia.  Casuarina trees produce a lovely sound 
with the breeze blowing through the branches, and 
should be considered in place of Bamboos for this 
attribute.   
 

  
 River She-Oak 

Casuarina trees have male and female flowers on 
separate trees.  The female tree is the one which has 
small seed cones on the branches after flowering, 
while the male tree has long rusty red tips on the ends 
of the ‘leaves’ at flowering time.  Pollen is windborne, 
hopefully reaching a female flower in the area. 
 
This can be a large tree to 35m tall, so is not a good 
candidate for the average garden.  However, there 
are some smaller varieties of Casuarina or 
Allocasuarina available. 
 
The foliage is tasty to animals, and a thirst-quencher 
for humans.  A slight salty taste when sucked. 
The timber is very strong, and was used for bullock 
yokes.  Aborigines used the gum as a sealant for 
canoes. 
 
Very useful for planting in revegetation areas along 
river and water areas, as the root system is very 
strong, and in face of high winds the trees are 
wonderfully resilient and tough. Casuarina 
equisetifolia is another species which is useful for 
coastal foredune stabilisation.   
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Poem Mary River 
 

By Shelley Hansen 
 
 
There’s a river in south-eastern Queensland 
to which Mary Fitzroy gave her name, 
who as Governor’s lady was honoured 
to be etched in this State’s Halls of Fame. 
 
She is born in the Kenilworth Ranges – 
from the pure mountain springs she breaks free, 
driven on by a force unrelenting 
to be swallowed by death in the sea. 
 
Though she isn’t as wide as the Murray, 
cannot rival the Darling in length; 
when her floodwaters surge through the valley 
she surprises us all with her strength. 
 
For she swirls through the City of Gympie 
Inundating the houses and shops, 
then she spreads out her reach to the flood plain, 
stranding cattle, destroying the crops. 
 
Her meander divides Maryborough; 
on her banks many industries stood 
in the past, when they brought from the Island 
barges laden with millable wood. 
 
There was shipbuilding, giving employment 
to the families living in town, 
but the yards lie decaying and empty 
since one last sweeping flood closed them down. 
 
We remember the ships she once carried 
with their cargo of hopes and of dreams, 
as the immigrants came from the old lands 
to new lives, new adventures, new schemes. 
 
She is home to the rarest of turtles, 
small and fragile, and yet they survive 
in the nurturing arms of the Mary – 
she caresses them, keeps them alive. 
 
She appeared in the National Headlines 
when they sighted a saltwater croc 
basking calmly in midwinter sunshine 
on the mudflats, down by Beaver Rock. 

                                                   … 
 
 

… 
Men have offered proposals to dam her –  
they’ve debated the right and the wrong, 
but the Mary has kept her own counsel. 
Did she know she would win, all along? 
 
Ah!  If she could relate her long story, 
what a wonderful tale she might tell! 
But the Mary flows onward in silence, 
deep with secrets, and guarding them well. 
 

 

 

 
Shelley Hansen’s story:  
 
I am a fifth generation resident of Maryborough, Queensland, and 
have written poetry all my life.  Several years ago I began to enter 
written poetry competitions and to bring my verses into the 
spotlight. Since then a number of awards and performance 
opportunities have come my way, culminating in the release of my 
debut CD of Australian bush poems in September 2012.  Many of 
these poems were inspired by the people and places my husband 
and I have encountered on our travels in Australia, while others 
are heritage-themed, based on historical people and events.  I 
write poetry on many subjects and in various styles, but am most 
at home with traditional verse. 
 
For the past two years I have been a regular monthly guest on 
ABC Local Radio Wide Bay – reciting my poetry as a feature on 
Saturday Breakfast with Rick Whittle. 
 
In 2012 and 2013 my poems were selected for publication in the 
annual Bronze Swagman Book of Australian Bush Verse and in 
2014 my poem Without Thinking was used as a theme for the 
“Plastic Bag Free March” campaign in Queensland. 
 
I produce and circulate a monthly electronic poetry newsletter 
eLines, and I am available for workshops, motivational speaking 
engagements and poetry performance along with my husband.   
 
Website www.shelleyhansen.com 
Email   shelleyjoy99@gmail.com 
Facebook http://facebook.com/shelley.hansen.3701 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/hansen_shelley  
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Calendar of events  
July, August & September 2014 
 

Greater Mary Association Events 

Greater Mary Association Working Bee 

 Sat 26 July, 9am, 34 Vandoorn Rd, Tiaro 
Tree planting in the Mary River Koala Corridor 
followed by a social get together/sausage sizzle at 
1pm. Bring a plate to share for the social get 
together and a hat and sunscreen for the working 
bee.  
Email us greatermary@gmail.com or call Tanzi on 
0405 848 375 for more information or just turn up. 
 

 
        Typical GMA gourmet lunch by Gail 

Greater Mary Association General Meeting 

 Tues 12 August, 7pm Powerhouse, Kent St, 
Maryborough, opposite the Rose Garden. 
Hear about future projects. Get involved. Email us 
greatermary@gmail.com or call us on 0405 848 
375 for more information or just turn up. 
 

Greater Mary Association Working Bee 

 Date for our September working bee TBA.  
An email will be sent out closer to the date. 
 

 
       Plant a tree, or 2, or 20 at a working bee 

Partner Groups Events 

 

Opening: Grieg’s Dry Vine Forest Reserve 

Fraser Coast Regional Council 
 Sat 12 July, 10am. 

Cost: Free. 
Info & bookings: Allison 4197 4543 before 10 Jul. 

 

Nature Walk to Mt Walsh & Utopia 

Faser Coast Branch of the Wildlife Preservation 
Society of Queensland (FCWPSQ) 
 Sun 13 July. Moderate fitness level required. 

Cost: Free. 
Info & bookings: Carol 4129 5979 

 

 

Mt Walsh 

 

Fraser Coast Branch of the Wildlife 

Preservation Society of Queensland 

(FCWPSQ) General Meeting  

 Tue 15 July, 3.30-5.30pm, Arts and Crafts Village 
Hall, Bideford Street, Torquay 
Guest speaker: James Cockburn, Executive 
Manager of Development and Planning, FCRC to 
speak on Council offsets. 
Info & RSVP: Vanessa 0428 624 366 

 

Mary River Catchment Coordinating 

Committee (MRCCC) General Meeting 

 Thu 17 July, Gympie 
 Tue 2 September, Gympie 

Info & RSVP: admin@mrccc.org.au or 5482 4766. 
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Public Information Program (PIP) Talks 

Transition Town Hervey Bay (TTHB) 
 Energy Descent Action Plan (local view). How far 

have we gone? 
Thu 17 July, 5.15-6pm, Hervey Bay Library. 

 Table Talks on Energy Descent Action Plan. 
Thu 31 July, 5.15-6pm, Hervey Bay Library. 
Cost: Free. 
Info: Maggie 0418 543 866 or tt_hb@hotmail.com  

 

 

National Tree Day 

Fraser Coast Regional Council 
 Sun 27 July, 9am-12pm, Pioneer Park, Tinana 

The tree planting will focus on restoring and 
increasing koala habitat in Pioneer Park. 
FCWPSQ has initiated a revegetation project in 
the park, and this event will help give their plan a 
boost. GMA will have a stall at this event. 
 

 
       Pioneer Park     (photo courtesy of Natalie Rihchardson) 

Sunday Riverside 

Brolga Theatre, 3 Walker St, Maryborough 
 Sun 6 July, 3-8pm 
 Sun 3 August, 3-8pm 
 Sun 7 September, 3-8pm 

A lazy afternoon by the Mary River.  
Enjoy a program of free entertainment 
showcasing local and visiting artists on the 
Riverstage. Settle with a table in the Riverside 
Restaurant or under the River Terrace, or bring a 
rug for a picnic on the lawn. Licenced premises 
provides casual dining options and full bar 
facilities, no BYO food or alcohol. 
 

 
Riverstage at the Brolga Theatre 

 

 

 
 

Greater Mary Association’s Mission 

Our group is focused on the sustainability of the 
lower Mary River catchment.  

Specifically, we aim at: 

• Creating and maintaining a clean and healthy Mary 
River and Great Sandy Strait. 

• Protecting the natural environment of the river and 
the strait, including their biodiversity. 

• Supporting more research on the river and the 
strait including research on species and water 
resources. 

• Increasing awareness and research related to 
issues of water use and extraction. 

• Enhancing community involvement in some or all 
of these areas (including recreation in and around 
the river and strait) and also inspiring the 
community's feelings of ownership related to the 
river and the strait. 

• Enhancing education related to the above issues. 
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Suggested Reading 
 

Pests, Diseases and Beneficials  
Friends and Foes of Australian Gardens  

by F. David Hockings 

 
Publishers’s description: 
 

Pests, Diseases and Beneficials helps gardeners to 
identify and deal with those common insects and 
small animals (such as bugs, beetles, caterpillars, 
thrips and mites) that are found in every Australian 
garden.  
 

It offers clear descriptions and full colour images to 
aid in identifying insects or other organisms, and 
provides useful advice on how to recognise and treat 
problems. The book also covers feeding habits, life 
cycles and insect biology.  
 

Based on the 1980 book Friends and Foes of 
Australian Gardens, this new work has been revised 
and expanded to include general garden situations as 
well as Australian native plants, and provides further 
information on plant diseases, harmless and 
beneficial fungi, bacteria and viruses, physiological 
disorders and problems caused by horticultural 
mismanagement. 
 
Author Information: 
 

F. David Hockings AM has been professionally 
involved in plant and general horticultural problem 
solving for more than 50 years. He has written books 
on related subjects, a newspaper column for several 
years and delivered numerous papers across 
Australia and overseas. He has lectured up to tertiary 
levels, conducted Adult Education courses and 
presented radio and TV programs. In 2007 he was 
awarded a Member of the Order of Australia for his 
work in horticulture. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Contents: 
 

Acknowledgements 
Introduction 
Friend or Foe 
Classification - The Importance of Small Animals 
Plant Damage - By Mouthparts, Egg laying, Bites and 
Stings 
Plant Diseases and Useful, Harmless and Beneficial 
Organisms 
Dealing with Pests and Diseases 
Illustrations: 
Pests Associated with Flowers, Fruit, Seeds, Leaves and 
Shoots 
Less Harmful, Harmless and Beneficial Small Animals 
Pests Associated with Twigs and Small Branches 
Pests and Beneficial Animals Associated with Trunks and 
Main Branches 
Pests Affecting Collars and Roots 
Small Animals Associated with Soil, Compost and Shelter 
Free Ranging Small Animals 
Diseases affecting Garden Plants 
Harmless and Beneficial Other Organisms and 
Specialised Roots and Bark 
Parasitic Plants 
Physiological Disorders 
Horticultural Problems 
Appendix I: Control Chart 
Appendix II: Glossary 
Index 
  

 

Colour photographs, Illustrations  
280 pages, 270 x 210mm  
Publisher: CSIRO PUBLISHING 
Paperback - March 2014 
ISBN: 9781486300211 - $39.95 
This book can be ordered throught the CSIRO  
website: http://www.publish.csiro.au/pid/7134.htm 
 

 
GMA Newsletter July, August & September 2014 

   Page 14 

 

http://www.publish.csiro.au/pid/7134.htm


Creatures/plants of the Mary River 

In this issue: Mary River Cod 

 
Scientific Name: Maccullochella peelii mariensis  
 
Common Name: Mary River Cod 
 
Status: Endangered - less than 600 found in survey. 
 
Distribution: Mary River, Tinana, Coondoo, Six Mile, 
Widgee, Wide Bay, Yabba Yabba, Kandanga and Obi 
Obi Creeks. Large, deep, shaded pools, often near 
riffles. Need submerged logs, and a riverbed with no 
siltation. 
 
Description: Large, elongated fish, slightly concave 
head profile with protruding lower jaw. Golden-yellow 
to green or dark brown with black to dark green 
mottling. Has been recorded at 23.5kg but usually less 
than 10kg. Length 70cm. 
 
Diet: Mature cod eat mainly fish, but have also eaten 
birds, bats and water rats. Juveniles eat yabbies and 
shrimps, while larvae (newly hatched young) feed on 
zooplankton and insects. 
 
Habitat: Slow flowing freshwater streams in lowland 
areas and rocky upland streams. Favours deep pools, 
overhanging vegetation, boulders, logs and undercut 
banks. 

 

Habits: Ambush predator. Lays eggs on wood 
surfaces, preferably hollow logs. 
 
Major threats: Mary River Cod are sensitive to 
temperature: they will only spawn in water above 20°C 
(those stocked into dams where the water remains 
colder get bigger and older, but have not been 
observed to have young); they need water to remain 
below 28°C to remain healthy, so shade is also 
important. Clearing removes the shaded river 
stretches they seek for habitat. Damming and weirs 
leave small numbers of fish in separate pockets, and 
unable to meet to breed. Introduced species may out-
compete them. 
 
Fun facts: Mary River Cod feed using an ambush 
method to catch prey - darting out from their log-pile 
to surprise fish passing too close by. They are a 
territorial fish, defending their chosen area. 

 

Comments: Critically endangered fish. Declines in 
population due to loss of riparain vegetation and de-
snagging of waterways. 
 

 

Mary River Cod                      Photo courtesy of www.daff.qld.gov.au   

Information adapted from the Mary River Catchment 
Coordinating Committee (MRCCC) Fact Sheet and 
The Mary River Fact Sheet on Cod from the booklet 
Creation of a Wildlife Corridor on Tiaro’s Riparian 
Zone Fact Sheet. 

 

 

Memberships are now due! 

If you would like to join the Greater Mary 
Association/renew your membership, please fill in 
the Membership Form on the following link and 
send to GMA, PO Box 1381, Maryborough QLD 
4650. Annual membership fees: Adult $20, 
Concession $10, Non-for profit organisation $50; 
Corporation $100. 

http://media.wix.com/ugd//7b7cfe_1ecd5b4c017
3c55b1e68ffe9d492ac46.pdf  

Members and non-members are all welcome to 
our meetings and working bees.  Check our 
activities for the coming months. We look forward 
to seeing you there. 
 

 
 

Please email greatermary@gmail.com by mid-
September if you have some information that you 
would like us to publish in our October, November 
& December newsletter. 
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