
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Message from the President 
 
Welcome everyone to our first GMA Newsletter for 
2014. Thanks to Cécile for making the newsletter a 
reality again and to everyone who contributes to this 
and future issues. Through this newsletter we'll be 
keeping all our members and supporters better 
informed about GMA and our activities.  

As you will see from 
reading the articles 
in the Newsletter, 
which covers the 
last quarter of 2013, 
we had quite a busy 
time, which was 
indicative of what 
the rest of 

    the year was like. 
 

GMA's biggest event in 2013 was last May's Love 
Mary Day. The positive responses we received from 
the community at that event have given our group a 
great boost and we aim to hold a similar event in 2015 
and a lower key, field day type event in May 
2014.  We've also been gradually working away at two 
on-ground projects - the Mary River koala corridor 
project and the Cat’s   claw  creeper  biological   control 
project (which now also includes jewel beetles). You 
will find articles about these two projects in this 
newsletter.  

 

Message from the President continued on page 2... 

In this issue 
 

Projects update 
Mary River Koala Corridor Page 3 
Cat’s Claw Creeper Biological Control Page 4 
 

Current submissions & petitions Page 5 
                                                                       

Activities undertaken in Oct, Nov & Dec 2013 
Sustainability Symposium Page 6 
National Day of Climate Action  Page 6 
Working Bee  Page 6 
AGM              Page 7 
Best of GMA 2013  Page 8 
 

Who is who at GMA  Page 9               
 

Calendar of events Jan, Feb & Mar 2014 
GMA events               Page 11 
Partner groups events  Page 11 
 
Suggested reading 
Mary River Brochure             Page 13 
 
Creatures/plants of the Mary River 
Featured in this issue: The lungfish      Page 14 
 

 

        

 

 

 

Newsletter 
January, February & March 2014 

Greater  Mary  Association’s  River  Lovers 

 

Tanzi Smith 



 

…  Message  from  the  President  continued. 

Our group was first formed as a response to the claim 
that the proposed Traveston Crossing dam would 
have no downstream effects. Since then, as an 
organisation, we have actively contributed to the 
debate and decision making about the things that 
matter to us. The Mary River and Great Sandy Strait 
are our focus and we try our best to influence policies, 
legislation and regulations that impact on these 
important ecosystems. Our goals are now quite broad, 
covering engagement with the political process, 
awareness raising activities, practical on ground 
projects and encouraging research on the Mary River.  
 
In December 2013, members of GMA identified a 
range of activities we aim to undertake in 2014. We 
want to:  
 Continue doing practical activities focussed on the 

Koala corridor and Cat’s  claw biological controls. 
 Create a booklet about the Mary River Koala 

Corridor Project and Love Mary Day. 
 Hold a "River Walk" in the Koala corridor (on 4 

May). 
 Raise awareness among riverbank landholders of 

the importance of their activities for the health of 
the river. 

 Distribute cat’s   claw biological controls to more 
riverbank landholders. 

 Increase the number of Mary River and Great 
Sandy Strait related stories in the media. 

 Conduct more movie screenings and discussion 
forums on topical issues. 

 Continue to make submissions and 
representations to politicians on river and Great 
Sandy Strait related matters.  Upcoming topics for 
submissions include the proposed changes to the 
EPBC Act, the Great Barrier Reef Strategic 
Assessment, and potentially, proposals to mine 
coal and coal seam gas. The Mary Basin Water 
Resource Plan is also due to be reviewed by 2016, 
so the process could be starting in 2014.   

 Continue to collaborate with and support other 
groups in the Fraser Coast region and beyond who 
are also working toward creating a better future for 
our community. 

 Better inform the community about what we do.  
 
If you are reading this newsletter and would like to get 
more involved in any of these activities, we'd love to 
hear from you.  
 

 
Anyone can come along to one of our meetings or 
working bees. You don't have to be a member.  
 
I would like to conclude with a heartfelt thanks to all 
the people who have contributed to GMA over the last 
six years. Our diversity is our strength and I hope that 
2014 will bring new people into the organisation who 
share our love for the Mary River and Great Sandy 
Strait and enjoy the opportunity to work with others to 
achieve positive change in our community.  
 
I'll leave you now to enjoy reading this Newsletter and 
hope to see you at our next working bee or at our other 
upcoming events. 
 
 
 
 

Greater  Mary  Association’s  Mission 

Our group is focused on the sustainability of the lower 
Mary River catchment.  

Specifically, we aim at: 

•   Creating   and   maintaining   a   clean   and   healthy   Mary  
River and Great Sandy Strait. 

•  Protecting  the  natural  environment  of  the  river  and  the  
strait, including their biodiversity. 

•  Supporting  more   research  on   the   river   and   the   strait  
including research on species and water resources. 

•  Increasing  awareness  and  research  related  to  issues  of  
water use and extraction. 

•   Enhancing   community   involvement   in   some or all of 
these areas (including recreation in and around the river 
and strait) and also inspiring the community's feelings of 
ownership related to the river and the strait. 

•  Enhancing  education  related  to  the  above  issues. 
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Projects update 

Mary River Koala Corridor 
One of GMA's practical, on-ground 
projects is the Mary River Koala 
Corridor Project in Tiaro. This project 
was initiated with support from the 
Australian Government's Caring for 
Our Country funding program via a 
$12,000 Community Action Grant. 

 
This project recognises the importance 

of healthy riverbank vegetation, not only for the Mary River, but 
also for the koala. As Australian Koala Foundation mapping shows, 
the banks of the Mary River provide "primary koala habitat".  To 
see for yourself go to 
https://www.savethekoala.com/koalamap.html and once viewing 
the  map,  click  on   “layers”,   then “vegetation”   then   “Koala  Habitat  
Atlas”.   The   thin   red   line   along   the   river   (particularly   from   about  
Netherby north) signifies "primary koala habitat". The importance 
of this area for koala habitat has been well known in the region. 
Tiaro and District Landcare prepared a Koala Corridor report 
several years ago which earmarked the area around Petrie Park 
(the upstream boundary of our project) as a significant area for 
koalas. Landholders in the area have also sighted and heard 
koalas, frequently, in the past. Unfortunately these sightings have 
diminished in recent years. Habitat fragmentation is one of the key 
threats to the koalas and our project will reduce fragmentation in 
the area. 

Since the project began in late 2012, four adjacent properties have 
been directly involved, with additional neighbouring properties 
having expressed interest about being involved in the future. 
Activities have included fencing off sections of riverbank which 
were not already fenced, widening existing fenced riverbank areas, 
undertaking weed control and revegetation. The weed control has 
focussed primarily on cat’s claw creeper removal, especially from 
canopy trees. A Burnett Mary Regional Group grant also assisted 
with the weed control. Planting koala food trees was the initial 
focus of the revegetation activities, and now, additional understory 
and riparian species are also being planted.  Thanks to advice from 
koala carers, Val and Natalie Richardson, we were able to select 
the species of tree that are preferred by koalas in our area. It was 
perhaps a surprise to know how many trees the koalas will eat. 
Species on our list have included tallowwood, Queensland 
peppermint, river she-oak, narrow leaf iron bark, brush box, swamp 
mahogany and also some blue gums. Expert botanist Greg Smyrell 
prepared a species list for us at the beginning of the project. This 
list, together with thedescriptions of the Regional Ecosystems 
(12.3.7 and 12.3.11a) in the corridor have also helped us to select 
species to plant. Several different methods of site preparation and 
after planting care have been used. It will be interesting to observe 
the long term results of these different approaches. 

Approximately 500 trees have been planted by GMA volunteers 
during several working bees held throughout 2012 and 2013. 
Some of the trees planted during the first working bee in 
September 2012 are almost 2 m tall. Much to our relief they 
survived being submerged by the flood waters for prolonged 
periods in January and February 2013. To ensure they weren't 
suffocated by the river silt that coated their leaves after the floods,  
 

 
 
many of the trees were carefully washed by GMA volunteers during 
a working bee! So these trees have certainly received plenty of 
TLC! By the end of summer we should be able to see the new 
"forest" start to emerge as many of the trees become tall enough 
to stand above the ungrazed pasture grass. Visitors to Love Mary 
Day on Mothers Day 2013 had the chance to see this planting and 
also plant a tree themselves.  
 

 
Mary River koala corridor 

In 2014 we are planning another community event in the Koala 
corridor. This time we will focus more on the riverbank 
ecology and what we have learned from the project. We hope 
to attract more landholders to participate in the corridor and 
get involved in enhancing the koala habitat on their 
property.  Ongoing involvement of more landholders is now 
made easier by inclusion of this section of the river in the 
Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee's Biodiversity 
Fund project.  
 

We extend a huge thank you to all the organisations who 
participated in Love Mary Day and who donated prizes, materials 
and equipment including: Burnett Mary Regional Group (BMRG), 
Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee (MRCCC), Save 
The Mary, Tiaro Landcare, Gympie Landcare, Faser Coast Branch 
of the Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland (FCWPSQ), 
Wide Bay Burnett Environment Council (WBBEC), FCR CEP, 
Sunshine Coast Koala Rescue, Maryborough Bird Watchers, 
Fraser Coast Regional Council, Rotary Club of Maryborough 
Sunrise, Australian Macadamia Society, Maryborough Lions, Tiaro 
Lions, Apex, Tiaro CWA, Maryborough Regional Arts Council, 
Bendigo Community Bank, Gympie Gallery, Tiaro Meats and 
Bacon, B&H Rural, The Hideaway Hotel, AA Waste Disposal, 
Handy Hire, Faber Castel, Lotus Therapy, Tinana State School, 
Bauple State School, Brooweena State School, Glenwood State 
School, Gundiah State School, Mungar State School, Gunalda 
State School, Theebine State School, Tiaro State School, Tin Can 
Bay  State  School,  Parke  State  School,  St  Helen’s  State  School, 
Glendyne Education & Training Centre, Greg Smyrell, Darryl 
Stewart, Ian Mackay, Erica Neate, Natalie Richardson, Bill Price, 
Col Bowman, John Parsons, Ann Bowden, Ray and Judy 
Christensen, Anthony Hogan, Emma-Kate Currie, Aunty Marie, 
Peter and Bronwyn McAdam, Carmel Murdoch, Mayor Gerard 
O’Connell,  George  Seymour, Darren Everard, Warren Truss, Ross 
and Gail Smith, Ross and Betty Ellis, Wendy, Shawn, Abby, Alex, 
Lucy, Sam and Tony. 
 
You can find out more about this project at our project blog: 
http://maryriverkoalas.blogspot.com.au/  
 
We hope to see you in the corridor in 2014. 
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Cat’s claw creeper biological controls 

Cat’s claw creeper (Dolichandra unquis-cati) is a major 
pest of riparian or riverbank vegetation in many areas 
of the Mary and its tributaries. The vine climbs up trees 
and smothers them. Chemical control is used but is 
very expensive and of limited effect, for this reason 
there has always been a need for biocontrols. The 
biocontrols originated in South America and have 
been imported after rigorous research to show they are 
specific to cat’s  claw creeper. The two biocontrols we 
are involved with are a Tingid Bug (Carvalhotingis 
visenda) and a Jewel Beetle (Hylaeogena jureceki). 

The Greater Mary Association has obtained funding 
through Burnett Mary Regional Group (BMRG) and the 
Federal Department of Agriculture Fisheries and 
Forestry (DAFF) to set up a tunnel house to breed up 
the Tingids initially and then the Jewel Beetles when 
they became available. This facility is at 34 Vandoorn 
Rd, Tiaro. 
 

 
Erection  of  GMA’s  tunnel house 

 

How the tingids work:  
 
 Chlorophyll gives plants their green colour and is 

the component of the plant that converts sunlight 
to energy and plant tissue.  

 The tingids work by sucking the chlorophyll from 
the leaves of the cat’s  claw  creeper.   

 This is a slow process and the leaves first show 
spots where the adults have fed on them and then 
gradually lose their green colour and often die and 
fall off.  

 Adults lay a large number of eggs under the leaf 
and groups of 50 or more nymphs can be seen 
feeding under leaves. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
     GMA Newsletter January, February & March 2014 

   Page 4 
 

Potting Cat's Claw Creeper to feed the tingids and bettles in the tunnel house 

First feeding signs on a leaf and an adult tingid 

Eggs laid on the midrib of the leaf and immature tingids on the 
bottom right 



How the Jewel Beetles work: 
 

 
Jewel beetle - much enlarged 

 The adults eat the leaves, usually from the edges 
inwards. 

 A few eggs are laid under the leaves usually near 
the edges. 

 When the eggs hatch the larvae burrows and 
feeds between the top and bottom surfaces of the 
leaf (known as leaf mining). 

 When the larvae has completed this stage it 
pupates into a disk formed from the leaf tissue 
which usually falls from the leaf to the ground and 
‘hatches’ to an adult. 

The tunnel house facility is performing well and 
producing both tingids and beetles but the biggest 
problem  is  providing  enough  cat’s  claw  plants  to  fully  
stock the tunnel house and to keep up a rotation of 
plants to allow them to revive after a sustained attack 
by one or both of the biocontrols.  
 

The biocontrols are very successful at debilitating 
plant in the tunnel house but it is hard to reproduce this 
success in the wild. Both biocontrols have established 
in the wild OK but are not as yet devastating in their 
effects. 
 
Tingids and beetles can be provided by GMA to 
interested landholders through the spring and summer 
months depending on availability. We will require a 
cash contribution or perhaps some potted cat’s  claw  
creeper in return. 
 
Information on our project can be found on the web at 
http://tiarotingids.blogspot.com.au/  and about cat’s  
claw creeper at 
http://www.daff.qld.gov.au/plants/weeds-pest-
animals-ants/invasive-plant-and-animal-
science/research-programs/landscape-protection-
and-restoration/biological-control-of-cats-claw-
creeper and 
http://www.mrccc.org.au/publications.html. 
   
For information on obtaining biocontrols, please 
contact Ross Smith (or other members of The Greater 
Mary Association Inc. on either 0429 624 600 or by 
email rpsmith45@yahoo.com.au. 
 
 
 

_______________ 
 
 
 

 
Current submissions & petitions 
The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority and 
Queensland Government are undertaking a strategic 
assessment of the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage 
area and adjacent coastal zone. 

Visit www.reefhaveyoursay.com.au to read the draft 
reports and complete an online survey. Consultation 
closes on 31 January 2014. 
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Activities undertaken in Oct, Nov 
& Dec 2013 
 
 
Sustainability Symposium, 22 October 
 
Ross, Gail, Juanita and Tanzi attended the Tinana 
State School (TSS) Sustainability Symposium with an 
interactive display of cat’s   claw   creeper   biocontrols 
and seed ball making, which we conducted in 
conjunction with the staff of the Barambah 
Environmental Education Centre from the South 
Burnett. 
 

When we 
arrived we 
received our 

appointed 
“carers” - two 

wonderful 
grade six girls, 
Mikayla and 
Dhriti. Help 
was also 
provided by 
some grade 
six boys. 

These students all displayed initiative, organisation 
and an attitude which augers well for the future. 
 

GMA has lent a cage and 
some beetles to the 
Sustainability Squad at the 
school and the students have 
been observing and making 
valuable recordings of the 
progress of the beetles. The 
two girls made and delivered 
an impressive PowerPoint 
presentation on cat’s   claw 
creepers and the beetles. 
 
The visiting students were 
most interested in the small 

size of the beetles and the claws of the cat’s claw. The 
most fun though was making the seed balls! We 
wondered what parents thought when what appeared 
to be a bag of mud was brought home. 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanks to the TSS for inviting us to participate in their 
Sustainability Symposium. If all schools had such an 
environmentally aware student group as the TSS 
Sustainability Squad the environment would have a 
much brighter future. 
 
 
National Day of Climate Action, 17 November 
 
About 50 people gathered in front of the Deputy Prime 
Minister's office in Maryborough, including several 
members of GMA, to show their concerns about 
climate change and demand that our government 
respects science and aims higher on climate. They 
were asking for stronger, meaningful climate action, 

which is in the 
national and 

global 
interest. 
The event 
organised by 
the group Get 
Up gathered 
over 60,000 
people in 
130+ cities 
and regional 
towns across 
Australia.  

 
For more information about this event:  
https://www.getup.org.au/campaigns/climate-action-
now/reportback/an-amazing-day-of-climateaction  
 
Working bee, 15 December 
 
Between 10 of us, we planted 100+ trees in the Mary 
River koala corridor and potted 250+   cat’s   claw  
creepers to feed the tangids and beetles in the tunnel 

house. We had 
an early start 
because of the 
summer heat 
and yummy 

lunch 
afterwards!  
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Making seed balls with Gail  

Ross, Dhriti and Mikayla 

National Day of Climate Action in Maryborough 

Extracting and potting cat's claw creepers 

https://www.getup.org.au/campaigns/climate-action-now/reportback/an-amazing-day-of-climateaction
https://www.getup.org.au/campaigns/climate-action-now/reportback/an-amazing-day-of-climateaction


AGM, 24 November 
 

GMA's AGM was held on Sunday, 24 November, 2013 
on the esplanade at Tuan. It was a really beautiful day 
to be down by the water of the Great Sandy Strait.  
 
AGM's, and particularly the Presiden’ts Report provide 
a great opportunity to reflect on the past year and how 
well we are achieving our objectives. For most of the 
group the successful Love Mary Day event was the 
biggest highlight of 2013. Another big highlight is the 
ongoing success of 
the cat’s claw 
biological control 
breeding  program 
and the 
involvement of 
Tinana School’s 
sustainability 
squad in this 
program. We have 
continued to lobby 
local politicians 
about issues that 
have a significant 
bearing on the 
future health of the 
Mary River and 
Great Sandy Strait. 
These have 
included the 
proposed changes 
which are likely to 
weaken the EPBC Act and the threat of mining and 
coal seam gas to the river ecosystem and our 
community. 
 
Financially we are in a reasonably sound position. In 
2013 we opened a Bendigo Bank account. This 
account increases our flexibility by enabling us to run 
the account online and still have the mandatory two 
signature sign off on expenditure. It is also good to 
know that we are contributing to funds being invested 
back in the local community. We also registered for 
GST in 2013. This does make more work for our 
Treasurer however it enables us to claim back GST we 
pay on items required to complete our on ground 
projects.  
 
All 2013 executive members were elected for another 
term. Positions are: Secretary – Glenda Pitman, 
 
 

 
 
 
Assistant Secretary - Juanita Johnston, Treasurer - 
Ross Smith, Vice President - Lawrie Wilson, President 
- Tanzi Smith. We also appointed some new non-
executive but equally important roles to John Williams, 
Ross Ellis and Cécile Espigolé who will contribute to 
the respective roles of liasing with other groups, 
connecting specifically with Lock the Gate and mining 
issues and writing a regular GMA newsletter. 
 

After the formal 
proceedings of the 
AGM we were 
treated to an 

excellent 
presentation by 
Maria Zann based 
on her Masters 
research about 

connectivity 
between seagrass, 
mangroves, fish, 
dugong, whales, 
turtles, migratory 
birds, river flows, 
water quality and 
corals. The amazing 
maps Maria 
presented helped 
illustrate the 
importance of our 
region on both the 

national and international scale. The presentation and 
the discussion that followed served as a reminder of 
the crucial ecological services that the environment 
provides us, and how the interconnected nature of 
these services means that there are many ways in 
which we can inadvertently interrupt crucial links and 
patterns. These interruptions can have both local and 
far reaching impacts that have economic as well as 
environmental consequences. Conversely, actions 
that support these interconnections such as 
revegetation of waterways and improvements in 
habitat and water quality can have both local and far 
reaching benefits. 
 
Our meeting concluded with a delicious shared BBQ 
lunch by the water and a commitment to map out the 
2014 activities of GMA at our next working bee on 15 
December.   

 
GMA’s  AGM  2013 
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Best of GMA 2013  
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Sustainability Symposium, Oct 2013 



Who is who at GMA 
Meet the team! 
 

Tanzi Smith, President 

Tanzi has been involved with GMA since 
it began in 2007, holding various 
positions including Research Officer, 
Vice President and now President. 
Tanzi grew up on a beef cattle property 
that bordered on the Susan River. After 
leaving the Fraser Coast area when 
she was 15, Tanzi moved back to the 
region in 2007, having worked and 

studied in the fields of environmental engineering, 
international development and sustainability. She is passionate 
about helping people to be aware of and make decisions based 
on a view of our society as and interconnected social, economic 
and ecological system. She believes that finding "virtuous cycles" 
that create positive social, economic and environmental 
outcomes is the only way that we can achieve a future in which 
our wellbeing as a community will be maintained and improved. 
Achieving this requires working together with a diverse range of 
people to find common ground. GMA, and the wonderful group of 
people who have been involved in the organisation over the last 
six years, are real life examples of this process in action.  Tanzi's 
love of the Mary River and Great Sandy Strait along with the 
passion and commitment of GMA members to create positive 
change in our community inspires Tanzi's ongoing involvement 
with the group. 

 

Lawrie Wilson, Vice- President 

Born in Maryborough in 1933. Along with 
his mates he enjoyed growing up with the 
Mary River as part of their play ground for 
sailing, swimming and fishing. Great 
memories. He moved to Petrie in 1958 and 
bought land backing onto the flood plan of 
the picturesque North Pine River at Sweeny 
reserve. This beautiful river was changed 
forever with the building of the North Pine 
Dam. The river valley of excellent farming 
and dairying land was flooded back up as far 

as Daybro. Down stream every thing changed for the worse. 
He retired with his wife Betty back to their seaside residence at 
Big Tuan in 1998. Having seen first hand what damage dams can 
do to our environment Betty and him became foundation 
members of GMA in an effort to help save our Mary. 
 
 

 
Gail Smith, Woman extraordinaire &  
Ross Smith, Treasurer 
 

 Ross and Gail Smith live in 35 acres 
fronting the 
Mary River at 
Tiaro and so 
were readily 
involved in the 
anti Traveston 
Dam campaign 
and the 
formation of the 

Greater Mary Association. 
Ross has a background in farm managing and IT training and 
Gail while spending her working life as a hairdresser has 
regretted not entering the nursing profession and has and still 
does fill volunteer roles in this field. 
Gail was born and trained in Maryborough then followed her 
profession to Gympie, Brisbane, New Zealand and Sydney. 
Ross  worked  in  the  DPI,  as  a  manager  of  the  local  “Farjoy”  cattle  
property, as an instructor at Dalby Agricultural College and then 
at Fraser Coast TESS training farm, after moving to Tiaro. 
Their property is  part  of  GMA’s  Mary River Koala Corridor and 
the site cat’s  claw biocontrol production project and they are 
concerned about maintaining the health of the Mary River. 
 

Glenda Pitman, Secretary 

Glenda came to Horticulture after a 
career in the RAAF, followed by a 
stint in the Australian Public 
Service.  She completed 
Horticulture studies in Canberra, 
and was employed as a nursery 
technician at the ANU for some 
time. After moving to 

Maryborough, Glenda was employed as a 
technician and later as a teacher (after completing Training 
qualifications).  Always interested in the environment, she was 
involved in teaching Conservation and Land Management 
classes at TAFE for several years, and then employed in the 
private sector as a trainer for young folk training for employment 
within the Conservation or Land Management sector. She has a 
small propagation nursery, focusing on local native plants, and 
using cutting propagation.  She is passionate about the Wallum, 
and the environmental values of the greater Mary area (as 
recognised by the listing as a Biosphere), and was drawn to this 
association because of the great leadership shown in opposing 
the Traveston Dam, and because there is always something new 
to learn from the experts in the group. 
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Juanita Johnston, Assistant Secretary 

Her early life was quite inauspicious.  Maybe 
the fact that she failed Grade 1, thereafter 
showing little improvement in her 
classroom efforts until at age 15, she went 
to work. 
 

Around midlife, she became interested in 
organic gardening, later toward the end of her marriage, she did 
a Permaculture Course; this led to a group starting the 
Maryborough Permaculture Club exactly 20 years ago in 
February.  During this time she also became interested in 
Biodynamics.  This led to her Grey Nomad years which started 
her travelling around Bd farms in an effort to identify their 
subtlety.  At this point, she came to believe that Bd was bringing 
European spirituality into our Australian environment, which our 
own elementals were strongly opposed to. 
 

On returning to Maryborough, she met up with Ruby and Coryn 
again who were now in WPSQ.  They knew Tanzi and she joined 
them in a GMA No Dam demonstration to meet Anna Bligh.  She 
had been staring at Anna Bligh, willing her over to our 
demonstration group.  When Anna Bligh came – Juanita  didn’t 
know what to say.  Fortunately Tanzi and Shawn were beside 
her, supplying for her wordlessness. 
 
 
Cécile Espigolé, Newsletter Editor 

Cécile is a French Translator & 
Language Trainer who grew up and 
studied languages in France. She has 

lived in England, Spain, Slovakia and 
Fiji before settling in Australia in 2006. 

Her ideal in becoming a translator was 
to assist people all around the world in 

understanding one another better(!) Even 
though this  hasn’t  become  a  reality  (yet), she has 
learned a lot thanks to her translations especially when she was 
working  for  the  ‘Development  of  a  Sustainable  Agriculture  in  the  
Pacific’  project  in  2002-2006. From there on, her interests in 
sustainability, the increasing world population and associated 
challenges such as global food supply, has kept expanding. She 
has joined various local environmental groups like the GMA to 
learn more about the Australian environment and ecosystems. 
She lends these groups a hand, whenever time permits, to 
organise educational events and other tasks. She is the owner 
and operator of Eco Queenslander in Maryborough, a holiday 
home with green credentials recognised through several 
environmental and tourism awards.  

 

 

John Williams, Liaison 
Officer with other 
environmental groups 

John became involved in the 
Traveston campaign after being 
retrenched from a job maintaining 
remote area communication 
systems. Having always had an 

interest in the environment and social justice and with time on his 
hands, it was a natural fit. 
He values the friendships made, and the inspiration generated by 
the group. John has lived in Hervey Bay for thirty odd years and 
has a Land for Wildlife property on the Mary at Gundiah.  
 
 

Ross Ellis, Liaison Officer 
with Lock The Gate 
Alliance 

You will have to come to one of 
our meetings and/or working 
bees to get to know more about 

Ross Ellis as he was on holidays at the 
time this newsletter was written and unavailable to send us his 
profile. 

 
 

If you would like to join the Greater Mary 
Association, please fill in the Membership Form on 
the following link and send to GMA, PO Box 1381, 
Maryborough QLD 4650. Annual membership 
fees: Adult $20, Concession $10, Non-for profit 
organisation $50; Corporation $100. 

http://media.wix.com/ugd//7b7cfe_1ecd5b4c0173
c55b1e68ffe9d492ac46.pdf  

Members and non-members are all welcome to 
our meetings and working bees.  Check our 
activities for the coming months. We look forward 
to seeing you there. 
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Calendar of events  
Jan, Feb & Mar 2014 
 

Greater Mary Association Events 

Greater Mary Association Working Bee 
 Sun 19 January, 3-6pm, 34 Vandoorn Rd, Tiaro 

Tree planting and watering in the Koala Corridor; 
followed by a social get together. Bring a hat and 
sunscreen for the working bee and a dish to share 
for the social gathering. Email us 
greatermary@gmail.com or call us 0405 848 375 
for more information or just turn up. 
 

Greater Mary Association Bimonthly Meeting 
 Tues 11 February 7pm Powerhouse, Kent St, 

Maryborough, opposite the Rose Garden. 
Hear about future projects. Get involved. Email us 
greatermary@gmail.com or call us 0405 848 375 
for more information or just turn up. 
 

Greater Mary Association Working Bee 
 Sun 30 March, 34 Vandoorn Rd, Tiaro  

(date to be confirmed). 
 

Mary River Walk  
 Sun 4 May, Mary River Koala Corridor, Tiaro.  

More information in our next Newsletter. 
 

 
Guided River Walk 

 

Partner groups Events 

Art Exhibition: Flood Language by Joolie 
Gibbs  
 Until 2 February, 10am-4pm week days and 10am-

1pm weekends, Gatakers Artspace, 311 Kent St, 
Maryborough. 
 

 
Flood Language Exhibition 

Mary River Kids Day Out  
Wide Bay Burnett Environment Council (WBBEC) 
 Wed 22 January, 10am-2pm, Queens Park, 

Richmond St, Maryborough 
Cost: Free 
More info: wbbec@optusnet.com.au or 0423 932 431. 

 
Mary River Catchment Coordinating 
Committee (MRCCC) General Meeting 
 Thu 30 January, Gympie 

More info & RSVP: admin@mrccc.org.au or 5482 4766. 
 
Presentation Flying-Foxes Mural & Talk 
‘The Big Pollinators of Hardwood Forests’ 
Faser Coast Branch of the Wildlife Preservation 
Society of Queensland (FCWPSQ) 
 Fri 31 January, 12-2pm, Discovery Sphere, Fraser 

Coast Cultural Centre, 166 Old Maryborough Rd, 
Hervey Bay. 
Cost: Free entry to the presentation; Discovery 
Sphere entry fees apply for the talk. 
Info & bookings: John Parsons 4124 0876. 
 

 
Little Red Flying Fox 
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Great Sandy Strait Ramsar Site - Showcase  
Burnett Mary Regional Group (BMRG) and Fraser 
Coast Opportunities (FCO) 
 Sun 2 February, 10am-3pm, Discovery Sphere, 

Fraser Coast Cultural Centre, 166 Old 
Maryborough Rd, Hervey Bay. 
Cost: Free. 
Info & bookings: Jacinta Padgett 4197 4207. 
 
 

Plastic Bag Free March  
Queensland Conservation in partnership with Wildlife 
Preservation Society of Queensland (WPSQ) 
Sign the pledge: http://qldconservation.org.au/plastic-
bag-free-queensland/march/  
 
 
Clean Up Australia Day 
Sun 2 March, various Cean up site on the Fraser 
Coast:  http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/join/  
 

 
Cleaning up the river bank after the 2013 floods 

From the River to the Sea Community Forum  
Lower Mary River Land and Catchment Care Group  
 Sat 8 March, 8.30am-4pm, Urangan Community 

Centre, Botanic Gardens, Hervey Bay. 
Cost: Free. 
Info & bookings: Lesley Bradley 0417 633 281. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mary River Catchment Coordinating 
Committee (MRCCC) General Meeting 
 Thu 13 March, Gympie (to be confirmed) 

More info & RSVP: admin@mrccc.org.au or 5482 4766. 
 

 
GMA Working Bee 

Koala Workshop 
Faser Coast Branch of the Wildlife Preservation 
Society of Queensland (FCWPSQ) 
 Sun 16 March, afternoon, Tiaro 

Cost: Free. 
Info & bookings: Carol Bussey 4129 5979. 

 
 

Earth Hour 
 Sat 29 March, 8.30pm, wherever you are! 

Turn your lights out for one hour to take a stand 
against climate change. 
http://www.earthhour.org/   
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Suggested Reading 
 

Mary River – Riparian Health is River Health 

In this issue, we are reviewing a brochure published 
by the Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee 
(MRCCC) in 2013 which outlines the importance of 
rivers riparian health. It is a double sided 4 fold 
brochure packed with interesting facts about the Mary 
River. 

 

 

Riparian health refers to the health of every living thing 
on the banks of a natural watercourse. In the Mary 
Catchment, many threatened plants and animals 
depend on a healthy riparian zone. These include the 
Mary River cod, the giant barred frog, the Mary River 
turtle and the Australian lungfish.  The riparian zone is 
also important in the estuary where mangroves, tidal 
marshes and seagrasses stabilise sand and 
riverbanks, and are essential for many species of fish, 
dugong, marine turtles and migratory birds.  

The brochure also outlines what has has been 
achieved throughout 20 years of riparian restoration in 
the Mary River catchment and the challenges faced. 

The brochure presents facts about:  

 Role of the riparian zone in river health 
 Water quality 
 Catchment characteristics 
 Community values 
 Pressures 
 Supporting biodiversity 
 Healthy riverbanks 
 Catchment condition 
 Achievements over the last 20 years 
 Our role in restoring riparian health 

 
GMA intends to implement a project in 2014 whereby 
land owners with properties along the Mary River 
would be provided with information about riparian 
health. Dropping information in letter boxes is an 
option that was discussed at our last meeting as a way 
to engage with river land owners. We will let you know 
more about this project soon.  

Contact MRCCC to get a free copy of the brochure. 
They will post one out to you: admin@mrccc.org.au or 
5482 4766. 

http://www.mrccc.org.au/publications.html  
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Creatures/plants of the Mary River 
 

Featured in this issue: The Queensland 
lungfish 

Neoceradotus foresteri (Krefft, 1870) 
 
The Queensland lungfish (Dala) is a nationally 
threatened species under the Commonwealth 
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act (EPBC Act). It is protected from 
fishing under the Queensland Fisheries Act 1994, and 
is listed on Appendix II of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES). 
 

 
 

“I   am   the   Queensland   lungfish.   I   like   a   variety   of  
habitats including deep slow moving pools and shallow 
fast moving riffles. One of us (called Grandad) lives at 
the Shedd Aquarium in Chicago and he is over  
80 years old – possibly the oldest fish in captivity. I 
grow over 1.5m in length and weigh as much as 40kg. 
I am unusual because, unlike most fish, I have both a 
lung and gills. This means that you will sometimes 
hear me gulping air at the water surface. I like to eat 
frogs, tadpoles, small fishes, snails and earthworms, 
and  will  eat  plant  material  on  occasions.  I  can’t  see  too  
well so I have electro-receptors that help me to locate 
hidden prey.  

I love to be able to move up and downstream to feed 
and find mates. I start looking for mates after I'm about 
15 years old. I'm quite romantic and once I find a mate 
we court each other before laying our eggs on aquatic 
plants in slow moving shallow water. My favourite plant 
to lay my eggs on is call "Ribbon weed", though it isn't 
a weed at all. My eggs hatch after three weeks. My 
young can be difficult for humans to find and are often 
not seen again until they are about 1 year old and  
 
 

30cm long. Sometimes I am not able to breed because 
of damage to the aquatic plants caused by human 
intervention or floods which scour the plants from the 
river bed. It is lucky that I live for a long time. This 
means that if I can't breed one year, I can wait until the 
next. This is OK as long as it doesn't happen too often.   

As a living fossil I provide a rare opportunity to study 
the development and physiology of the aquatic 
predecessors of all land vertebrates, including people. 
I tell you – I’ve  been  around  a  long  time,  and  I  hope  to  
be around for a lot longer. I need help from humans to 
make sure they maintain my habitat and breeding 
grounds and don't build dams and weirs which cause 
lots of problems for me. 

Story of the Lungfish adapted from the Lungfish data 
sheet of Save the Mary Museum and River Education 
Centre in Kandanga which is open Wednesdays and 
Sundays 10am to 4pm. For more information 5488 
4800, savethemaryriver@gmail.com.  
 
 

 

Gympie resident rescuing a lungfish from a hotel car park in Gympie during the 
2013 fllods. 

 
 

Please email greatermary@gmail.com to let us know 
what you liked or disliked in our Newsletter. Which 
column did you prefer? What extra information you 
would like to see? Please let us know by mid-March if 
you have some information that you would like us to 
publish in our April, May & June newsletter. 
 

Thank you in advance for your feedback and 
participation. 
 

Like us on Facebook! 
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterMary  
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