
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Message from the President 
 
Lately, I've read articles and heard conversations in 
which people are lamenting what appears as almost 
an outright attack on many of the gains we have made 
as a society to ensure that we live in harmony with our 
environment. As I keep telling myself the antidote to 
this is to focus on what you can do, and to spend time 
with people who are positive and engaged in doing 
positive things. 

Finding ways to 
maintain hope and 
avoid bitterness and 
resentment also 
seems very 
important. But how 
can we do this? 
Perhaps by getting 
out into nature and 
enjoying our 
beautiful places, 
writing submissions, 
reading about 
inspirational figures 
of history, planting 
trees with friends 
and family, 
meditation, yoga or 
some other strategy 

that works for you. Whatever the approach, I think it's 
crucial that we all have something we can do to keep 
us hopeful… (now I just need to practice what I 
preach!). 
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… Message from the President continued. 

Nelson Mandela is no doubt one of the most 
astounding examples of how a human being can 
maintain hope and avoid bitterness, showing that it is 
possible, even under the most extreme situations.  He 
said many inspiring things. I've come across the 
following two quotes on resentment and hope which I 
would like to carry with me through my life. Perhaps 
you'll find them helpful too. On resentment he said, 
"Resentment is like drinking poison and then hoping it 
will kill your enemies". On hope he once said that "I 
had never lost hope that this great transformation 
would occur, because I always knew that down deep 
in every human heart there is mercy and generosity".    
 
In the grand scheme of things, perhaps today's 
difficulties are actually an opportunity for groups 
concerned about environmental and social justice to 
gain new energy, expertise and relevance.  A good 
friend of mine is fond of saying that Sir Joh inspired her 
to become a passionate advocate for the environment. 
If we think 20 years into the future perhaps we will look 
back on this era as a time when many new people 
said, "Enough is enough" and got involved. Part of the 
role of community groups like ours is to help facilitate 
this and also to contain the damage that gets done in 
the meantime. Of course we can't do it alone, and 
genuine collaboration between groups of different 
persuasions and at different scales is something we 
have always done and need to continue doing.   
 
I remember during the Traveston Crossing dam 
campaign that strangers would sometimes come up to 
our stall and, after hearing an overview of the 
proposed dam and its major flaws, they would say 
something like "that can't be right, if the government 
thinks it's a good idea, it must be." That whole period 
certainly helped many of us to realise that 
governments aren't always right and that if you base 
your future wellbeing entirely on what they do or say 
you are going to be in trouble. Civil society and 
community based organisations that exist through the 
will of the people serve to balance the authority of 
government. This is important because, although the 
government also exists through the will of the people, 
the connection is more distant and diffuse. It is easy to 
think we don't have power, and we are at the whim of 
government, but that is only partially the case. We can 
donate to causes we feel are important and under 
threat (for example, the Environmental Defenders 
Office needs our support now, visit their website 
http://www.givenow.com.au/edo), we can contribute  

 
 
 
our spare time, expertise and labour toward causes we 
support and we can create stronger and more skilled 
organisations to more effectively communicate and 
influence the things we care about.   
 
The volunteers and supporters of GMA are doing their 
bit, along side others in the community to contribute to 
this positive change. In this newsletter you'll find an 
invitation to our upcoming "Get to Know Mary Day" on 
4 May. This will be a great opportunity to find out more 
about the Mary River, what makes her tick and what 
people are doing to make her healthier. In addition, 
there are several opportunities at both the state and 
national level to provide comment on issues that are 
very important for the future of our environment and 
our future rights to have a say on mining proposals that 
affect our community and environments we care 
about.  
 

 
 

 

Greater Mary Association’s Mission 

Our group is focused on the sustainability of the lower 
Mary River catchment.  

Specifically, we aim at: 

• Creating and maintaining a clean and healthy Mary 
River and Great Sandy Strait. 

• Protecting the natural environment of the river and the 
strait, including their biodiversity. 

• Supporting more research on the river and the strait 
including research on species and water resources. 

• Increasing awareness and research related to issues of 
water use and extraction. 

• Enhancing community involvement in some or all of 
these areas (including recreation in and around the river 
and strait) and also inspiring the community's feelings of 
ownership related to the river and the strait. 

• Enhancing education related to the above issues. 
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Projects update 

Mary River Koala Corridor 

Work is progressing in the Koala Corridor with another 
100 trees being planted at our last working bee. 
Thanks to Cécile, and her French delicacies, we had a 
bit of fun this working bee and crowned a king and 
queen of the corridor... can you tell which is which?!  
 

 
Chika and Ross, Kings of the Koala Corridor 2014 
 

We also uncovered a nest of pheasants. These three 
young chicks were in a nest of long grass. It just shows 
that fencing of the riverbank has benefits for more than 
the trees - this grass would have been eaten by the 
cattle, or the nest more than likely trampled if it weren't 
for the fencing keeping the cattle out.  
 

 
Pheasants nest found by our youngest volunteer Hamish 

 
And in exciting news, it is confirmed that we have our 
first occupant of a nesting box we installed in late 
2012. A possum has been sighted several times in a 
nest box donated by the Community Environemnt 
Program of the Fraser Coast Regional Council 
(FCRC).  This nest box was entirely submerged during 
the floods early last year and had to be wrighted once 
the water went down. No doubt it still has a nice 
coating of silt inside. Here's hoping for more residents 
to take up the opportunities we've provided them.  

 
 

 
Installing nesting boxes in the Koala Corridor in 2012 
 

We've also been busy experimenting. With support 
from the Mary River Catchment Coordinating 
Committee (MRCCC) Biodiversity Fund project we've 
also taken advantage of the low water level to trial 
planting of native semi-aquatic reeds and sedges to 
help protect the bank. The reasoning behind this is that 
the boat wash in the barrage causes tremendous 
turbulence which erodes away the bank at the water 
level. This is a natural process which is exacerbated 
by the boats. We are hoping the three species of reeds 
and sedges we planted will establish and help to buffer 
the boat wash and reduce the erosion caused by it. 
Amazingly, we've had to water the reeds and sedges 
we've planted - that's been quite a difficult task. 
Despite the dry weather they are hanging in there and 
we are looking forward to seeing how they progress 
once the water level rises again. As part of this project 
MRCCC has recorded a cross section of the river 
channel in front of Petrie Park in March. With this 
information the river community will be better placed to 
understand how this part of the river is currently 
behaving and therefore have a better chance of 

guesstimating how it is likely to behave in future.   

 
     GMA Newsletter April, May & June 2014 

   Page 3 

 



 

Booklet on the Mary River Koala Corridor 

While we were engaged in preparing for Love Mary 
Day last year, we thought that a book explaining the 
value of the Koala Corridor, the immense richness and 
vulnerability of the biodiversity in this area, and the 
caring concern of the landholders involved, would be 
a valuable asset to add to our efforts for the 
continuance and welfare of the Project. 
 

 
Preparations for Love Mary Day, 2013 

 
This, we imagined, would be a gracious feature for the 
five landholders to have.  It would ensure that the 
project lived on in their hearts – even after funds ran 
out or GMA moved further afield, or a landholder had 
to sell and move on. 
 

The reality of getting this book written and published is 
on our agenda now and we believe, well worth the 
effort. 
 
Below are the chapters’ headings for the booklet: 
Chapter 1 A Great Idea 
Chapter 2 A History of the River and Area 
Chapter 3 The Five Landholders 
Chapter 4 The Greater Mary Association 
Chapter 5 The Flora of the Wildlife Corridor 
Chapter 6 The Fauna of the Wildlife Corridor 
Chapter 7 Love Mary Day 12 May 2013. 
Chapter 8 So Life Goes on… 
 

 
Lino prints made on Love Mary Day at Erica’s stall ‘Earthsong for 
Peace’ 

 
Cat’s claw creeper biological controls 

The cat’s claw bio-controls are continuing to perform 
well in the tunnel house but the dry conditions are 
hampering the spread of both Jewel beetles and 
Tingids in the wild. New cat’s claw plants are always 
welcome but the pressure on supplies has been 
reduced by working bees and a donation of some 
plants from the Fraser Coast Regional Council 
(FCRC). 
 

 
Sign made to affix on the GMA Tunnel House (designed by 
Glenbo) 
 

Cat’s claw vine in the wild is being affected by the dry 
weather, all growth is restricted and it is often seen 
wilting and in some cases showing dead leaves 
particularly on runners going up the tree trunks.  The 
flowering of the vines has been limited this season 
compared to normal seasons. 
 

The effect of grazing cattle is also a big factor this year. 
In normal years cattle don’t seem to have much overall 
effect except perhaps for the trampling effect on 
ground vines. In the current dry conditions cattle are 
desperate for greenfeed and often put a lot of grazing 
pressure on leaves within their reach.  
 

Tingids seem to be the most affected in the wild as 
small colonies established earlier in the season have 
reduced in size or disappeared. Tingids usually do 
their best at this time of the year and we can only hope 
that with some rain they will build up rapidly. 
 

Jewel beetles are also being disadvantaged by the dry 
weather as wilting leaves are not good for leaf miners 
and some examples of larvae dying in the leaf have 
been observed. The good news is that beetles are still 
turning up in scattered leaves distant from release  
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sites, so they are there and we can only hope they will 
also increase if rains fall.  
 
Tingids and beetles can be provided by GMA to 
interested landholders through the spring and summer 
months depending on availability. We will require a 
cash contribution or perhaps some potted cat’s claw 
creeper in return to assist the ongoing maintenance of 
the facility. 
 
Information on our project can be found on the web at 
http://tiarotingids.blogspot.com.au/ and about cat’s 
claw creeper at 
http://www.daff.qld.gov.au/plants/weeds-pest-
animals-ants/invasive-plant-and-animal-
science/research-programs/landscape-protection-
and-restoration/biological-control-of-cats-claw-
creeper and 
http://www.mrccc.org.au/publications.html. 
 
For information on obtaining bio-controls, especially 
around the Fraser Coast region, please contact Ross 
Smith (or other members of The Greater Mary 
Association Inc. on either 0429 624 600 or by email 
rpsmith45@yahoo.com.au. 
 
 

 
Sign made for landholders using cat’s claw creeper biological 
control to affix on their fences (designed by Glenbo) 

 
 

 
 

Current submissions & petitions 

Mining lease notification and objection initiative 
discussion paper  
The Queensland Government is proposing a more 
streamlined, efficient mining lease notification and 
objection process that is more relative to the risk, scale 
and impact of proposals to reduce red tape and 
provide greater certainty to resource companies and 
the community. 
http://mines.industry.qld.gov.au/mining/mining-lease-
notification-initiative.htm 
Submissions due 28 March 2014 
 
Senate inquiry into environmental offsets. 
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Com
mittees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/E
nvironmental_Offsets  
Submissions due 4 April 2014 
 
House of Representatives Environment 
Committee inquiry into streamlining 
environmental regulation, ‘green tape’, & one stop 
shops for environmental assessments & 
approvals. 
http://ow.ly/uuyyT 
Submissions due 11 April 2014 
 
Environment Minister Greg Hunt is proposing a 
new role title "Threatened Species 
Commissioner".  
This will be "a non-statutory, advisory position to help 
address the growing number of native flora and fauna 
faced with extinction". The terms of reference for the 
position are out for public comment until 18 April 2014, 
see link below: 
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatene
d/commissioner  
 

 

Like GMA on Facebook! 
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterMary 
 
Follow the GMA’s blogs: 
http://tiarotingids.blogspot.com.au/ 
http://maryriverkoalas.blogspot.com.au/ 
http://greatermary.wix.com/riverlovers/   
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Activities undertaken in January, 
February and March 2014 
 
 

Working Bee, 19 January 
 

We concentrated on tree planting during this working 
bee in the Mary River Koala Corridor, Tiaro and 
planted 100 trees between 3 and 6pm. Our working 
bees had always taken place in the morning until now 
but it was lovely to be down by the river in the 
afternoon and our next working bee on 29 March will 
also take place in the afternoon (see page 10 for more 
information).   
 

  
 

  
Tree planting in the Mary River Koala Corridor, January 2014 

 
Mary River Kids Day Out, 22 January 
 

This event was organized by the Wide Bay Burnett 
Environment Council (WBBEC) towards the end of the 
school holidays in Queens Park in Maryborough and 
was attended by hundreds of children in spite of a very 
hot day (37°C). 
 

 
Mary Croc-ins Express at WBBEC Mary River Kids Day Out 

 
 
 

A number of local environment groups had a stall at 
this event and so did we displaying biological controls 
to cat’s claw creeper. It was great to see how children 
were interested in our little tingids and beetles.    
 

 
Gail and Ross showing cat’s claw biological control at the Mary 
River Kids Day Out 
 

 
World Wetlands Day, 2 February 
 
2 February is World Wetlands Day. It marks the date 
of the signing of the Convention on Wetlands, called 
the Ramsar Convention, on 2 February 1971. On the 
Fraser Coast, World Wetlands Day was celebrated at 
the Discovery sphere in Hervey Bay at an event 
organised by the Burnett Mary Regional Group 
(BMRG) and Fraser Coast Opportunities (FCO).  
 

  
 

 
Seed balls making at the GMA stall on World Wetlands Day 
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The Greater Mary Association had a stall where kids 
were invited to make seed balls. Tanzi, represented 
MRCCC while giving a presentation on water quality 
‘Hervey Bay – A river flows to it’ and made everybody 
sing and danse to the ‘Dugong Rock’ song. What a 
hoot! 
 

 
Duey the dugong and Tanzi rock! 
 

 
General Meeting, 11 February 
 

The main topics discussed during our meeting were: 

 Outcome of various public events in which GMA 
participated 

 Application for a community grant with the Fraser 
Coast Regional Council for our event on 4 May 

 Plans for 4 May Walk in the Mary River Koala 
Corridor ‘Get to Know Mary’ 

 The MRCCC has approached the GMA to help 
fund the activities involved in this facility as part of 
the biodiversity fund project. We voted to follow up 
this offer, keeping in mind this approach to the 
control of cat’s claw creeper is still experimental. 

 Memberships are now due for renewal, and rates 
remain at $20 for ordinary membership, and $10 
concession. 

 

 
February GMA General Meeting at Powerhouse, Kent St, 
Maryborough 

 

Flood Creative Recovery Workshop through 
Digital Animation, 22 February 
 

Great workshop at Gatakers Artspace, Maryborough 
to celebrate the resilience of our community with Afloat 
- Creative Regions and the RATS - Regional Artists & 
Tutors. Cécile attended this workshop and produced a 
30 second animation video about the Maryborough 
floods clean-up, just over a year ago.  
Click on the link below to view the animaltion video:  
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1vnzuiiy25igesw/Cecille%
20-%20Barber%20Al%27s.mov 
 

  
Video created using basic techniques such as collage and play doh 
 

From the River to the Sea Forum, 8 March 
 

The Lower Mary River Land and Catchment Care 
Group organised an excellent line up of presenters for 
this event who talked about our local Coral and Marine 
life, shorebirds, Mary River Turtle, patterned fens, 
fiddler crabs, effect of marine debris and the Great 
Sandy Marine Park at the Urangan Community 
Centre, Botanic Gardens, Hervey Bay. Tanzi did a 
presentation on behalf of MRCCC on Threatened 
Species Recovery in the Mary River Catchment. Ian 
Butler and Maria Zann who were guest speakers at our 
last two AGMs also gave a presentation at this Forum. 
 

 
Tanzi at the From the River to the Sea Forum   
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The WaterWatch Network on the 
Mary River  
 

By John Williams 
 
WaterWatch started in 2001 with a few community 
networks and has been growing progressively since 
then. The program is managed by the MRCCC and 
now involves 7 separate networks using about  
80 volunteers testing at over 100 different sites on 
waterways throughout the Mary catchment on a 
monthly basis. This provides baseline data to observe 
trends and is great reference material in the event of 
any contamination issues. 
 
The kit we use has 2 small battery operated field 
instruments in a protective case, a turbidity tube, a 
plastic bucket, a short rope, and a folder of data 
sheets. 
 
We monitor and record temperature, electrical 
conductivity (salinity), ph, dissolved oxygen and 
turbidity (clarity). 
 
Basically, the procedure is to collect half a bucket of 
water, after first rinsing the bucket three times, then 
the probes from the test instruments are placed into 
the water and we read the results on a small digital 
display and record them on the data sheet. 
 
The turbidity tube is a clear plastic pipe with 
measurements along its length and sealed at the 
bottom. We get this measurement by filling the tube 
with water until we can no longer read a pattern of lines 
at the bottom. 
 
Repeat the tests for a second set of readings, and if 
any of the second figures are radically different, we do 
it a third time. It’s also a good idea to take a photo of 
the site each month. 
 
Our group, Tiaro-Lower Munna was only formed late 
last year to cover a gap in test sites in the lower Mary, 
and we started testing in February.  
 
The kit travels around the district following a roster 
between all the volunteers each month, and then 
returns to the MRCCC office for recalibration. 
 
 

 
 
The site where I’m testing is near the mouth of 
Tanyalba Ck where the Bicentennial National Trail 
crosses. Because it’s a bit out of the way, for safety 
reasons, I make a phone call to the MRCCC office on 
my way in and again on the way out. 
 
This site is directly below the proposed Tiaro Coal 
open cut mine pit, so it’s not hard to see why it’s 
important to gather baseline data here. 
 

 
 February 2014 

 

 

Memberships are now due! 

If you would like to join the Greater Mary 
Association/renew your membership, please fill in 
the Membership Form on the following link and 
send to GMA, PO Box 1381, Maryborough QLD 
4650. Annual membership fees: Adult $20, 
Concession $10, Non-for profit organisation $50; 
Corporation $100. 

http://media.wix.com/ugd//7b7cfe_1ecd5b4c0173
c55b1e68ffe9d492ac46.pdf  

Members and non-members are all welcome to 
our meetings and working bees.  Check our 
activities for the coming months. We look forward 
to seeing you there. 
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Rail Trail 
 

By Col Bowman  Dip App Sc Forestry 
 
The Fraser Coast Regional Council (FCRC) has a 
project named Rail Trail (RT) which will become a 38 
km walking/bike riding corridor from Urangan Pier to 
Queens Park in Maryborough, 20+kms from Takura to 
Colton will also be a horse riding trail. 
 
This RT is the old rail line to Hervey Bay which was 
pulled up in 1993 and which connected to the old rail 
line into Maryborough. 
 
A suggestion has been put to FCRC to also plant  trees 
along side the raised rail road bed to shade the trail, 
for without trees, any time in Queesland the 
temperature would make this an unpleasant journey 
and it would be like a furnace during summer. The 
trees would act 
as a wildlife corridor free of vehicles and allow East 
West movement of native wildlife through the rural 
landscape. 
 
 
A 2010 Environmental Analysis nominated  
21 threatened flora and fauna species under EPBC 
Act within a 2km radius of the proposed Trail and a 
subsequent planting of understorey vegetation would 
enhance the environmental value to the native fauna. 
All revegetation projects would utilise long term 
unemployed young people under the Green Army 
scheme which the Federal Government funds, and, is 
in the process of announcing.  
 
This is based on previous very successful schemes 
such as LEAP, and Green Corp in which I have been 
involved over the last 20 years. These projects have 
proved very worthwhile to get the participants into the 
workforce and not always in environmental areas.  
Participation in the program provide participants with 
an opportunity to show they will stick at a program for  
6 months and will be willing workers in other fields. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Urangan Railway Station. Photo courtesy of the Maryborough 
Family History Society. 
 
The building of the railway line from Colton Junction near 
Maryborough to Pialba was the start of the big influx of new arrivals 
to Hervey Bay. The line to Pialba was opened in 1896, then shortly 
after, it was realised that an extension of the railway line from 
Pialba to Urangan would greatly benefit development especially as 
there was an excellent opportunity to utilise the deep water just 
offshore at Urangan. The branch line from Pialba to Urangan was 
opened in 1913 and in the same year construction of the iconic 
Urangan pier began which was then officially opened in 1917.  
 

 

 
Pialba Railway station. Photo courtesy of the Maryborough Family 
History Society. 
 
The Pialba Railway station was officially opened on 18 Dec.1896. 
In 1897 the postal receiving office was transferred to the Pialba 
Railway Station. The railway was used as much by Maryborough 
people for day trips to the beach as by the farmers for carrying 
produce.  
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Calendar of events  
April, May & June 2014 
 

Greater Mary Association Events 

Greater Mary Association Working Bee 

 Sun 30 March, 2.30-5.30pm, 34 Vandoorn Rd, 
Tiaro 
Tree planting and watering in the Koala Corridor 
preceeded by a social get together at 1pm. Bring a 
plate to share for the social get together and a hat 
and sunscreen for the working bee.  
Email us greatermary@gmail.com or call Tanzi on 
0405 848 375 for more information or just turn up. 
 

Greater Mary Association General Meeting 

 Tues 8 April 7pm Powerhouse, Kent St, 
Maryborough, opposite the Rose Garden. 
Hear about future projects. Get involved. Email us 
greatermary@gmail.com or call us on 0405 848 
375 for more information or just turn up. 
 

Mary River Walk: ‘Get To Know Mary’ 

 Sun 4 May, From 10am, Mary River Koala Corridor, 
Tiaro.  
Interpretative walks along the Mary River and an 
opportunity to see how the Mary River Koala 
Corridor is evolving for anybody who came to our 
Love Mary Day event last year. Final details will be 
emailed to our contact list in April. 
 

 
Interpretative River Walk 

 

Greater Mary Association General Meeting 

 Tues 10 June 7pm Powerhouse, Kent St, 
Maryborough, opposite the Rose Garden. 
Hear about future projects. Get involved. Email us 
greatermary@gmail.com or call us on 0405 848 
375 for more information or just turn up. 
 

 

Partner Groups Events 

Community Education Workshop: Tree 

Hollows and Nestboxes for Wildlife  

Fraser Coast Regional Council (FCRC) and Faser 
Coast Branch of the Wildlife Preservation Society 
of Queensland (FCWPSQ) 
 Sat 29 March, 1-3pm, Fraser Coast Community 

Native Nursery, Elizabeth St, Urangan. 
Cost: $5, Info & bookings: Sara 4129 5789. 
 

  
Nestboxes for wildlife 
 

Earth Hour 

 Sat 29 March, 8.30pm, wherever you are! 
Turn your lights out for one hour to take a stand 
against climate change. 
http://www.earthhour.org/ 

 

Film - In Retrospect: The Mary River 

Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee 

 Sat 29 March, Brooweena Pioneer Day, 9am-3pm 
First public screening of In Retrospect: The Mary 
River Film (90min) at 10am and 12.30pm: story of 
the local folklore and heritage of the Mary River to 
encourage reflection on the past, so that we may 
create a better future for our river and our 
communities. 
Info: 5482 4766. 
 

  
In Retrospect: The Mary River 
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Working Bee at Fay Smith Wetlands, 

Maryborough 

 Tentative date Sat 5 April from 8am. 
Info: Ruby & Coryn 4123 4765 
 

 

Fay Smith Wetlands in March 2014 
 

Table-Talk: What happened to Sustainability?  

Transition Town Hervey Bay (TTHB) 
 Thu 10 April, 5.15-6pm, Hervey Bay Library. 

Cost: Free. 
Info: Maggie 0418 543 866 or tt_hb@hotmail.com  

 

Film - In Retrospect: The Mary River 

Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee 

 Fri 11 April, 6.30pm, Australian Insitute of Country 
Music, Gympie. 
Refer to 29 March event for more information. 
Cost: Free, Info: 5482 4766. 
 

 

Working Bee at Arkarra Lagoons, Dundowran 

Friends of Arkarra Lagoons 

 Sat 12 April, from 7.30am 
Info: Dawn 4128 7470 

 

Faser Coast Branch of the Wildlife 

Preservation Society of Queensland 

(FCWPSQ) General Meeting  

 Sun 13 April, 1pm, 139 Island Plantation Rd, 
Maryborough, including a presentation on urban 
biodiversity by Carol Bussey. 
Info & RSVP: Vanessa 0428 624 366 

 

Film - In Retrospect: The Mary River 

Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee 

 Sat 19 April, 7pm, Dagun Choo Choo Bar,  
at Dagun train station. 
Refer to 29 March event for more information. 
Cost: Free, Info: 5482 4766. 
 

 

In Retrospect: The Mary River 
 

Mary River Catchment Coordinating 

Committee (MRCCC) General Meeting 

 Thu 24 April, Gympie 
Info & RSVP: admin@mrccc.org.au or 5482 4766. 

 

Fractional reserve banking. A layman’s 

takes on the fiddly bits  

Transition Town Hervey Bay (TTHB) 
 Thu 24 April, 5.15-6pm, Hervey Bay Library. 

Cost: Free. 
Info: Maggie 0418 543 866 or tt_hb@hotmail.com  

 

Koala Presentation by Natalie Richardson 

Faser Coast Branch of the Wildlife Preservation 
Society of Queensland (FCWPSQ) 
 Sun 27 April, afternoon, Tinana 

Cost: Free, Info: Carol Bussey 4129 5979 
 

 
Koala 
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Film - In Retrospect: The Mary River 

Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee 

 Wed 30 April, 6.30pm, Brolga Theatre, 
Maryborough. 
Refer to 29 March event for more information. 
Cost: Free, Info: 5482 4766. 

 

Table-Talk: Fractional reserve banking. A 

layman’s takes on the fiddly bits 

Transition Town Hervey Bay (TTHB) 
 Thu 8 May, 5.15-6pm, Hervey Bay Library. 

Cost: Free. 
Info: Maggie 0418 543 866 or tt_hb@hotmail.com  

 

Faser Coast Branch of the Wildlife 

Preservation Society of Queensland 

(FCWPSQ) General Meeting  

 Sun 11 May, 1pm, Hervey Bay. 
Info & RSVP: Vanessa 0428 624 366 

 

Film - In Retrospect: The Mary River 

Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee 

 Tue 13 May, Pomona, to be confirmed. 
Refer to 29 March event for more information. 
Other projections in Condondale and Kilkivan will 
be organised in May.  
Cost: Free, Info: 5482 4766. 

 

Working Bee at Arkarra Lagoons, Dundowran 

Friends of Arkarra Lagoons 

 Sat 17 May, from 8am. 
Info: Dawn 4128 7470 

 

 

Arkarra Lagoons 

 

 

 

 

Planned obsolescence. Here ends the 

warranty! Do things need to break?  

Transition Town Hervey Bay (TTHB) 
 Thu 22 May, 5.15-6pm, Hervey Bay Library. 

Cost: Free. 
Info: Maggie 0418 543 866 or tt_hb@hotmail.com  

 

Walk to Mt Walsh & Utopia 

Faser Coast Branch of the Wildlife Preservation 
Society of Queensland (FCWPSQ) 
 Date & time in May not finalised at the time of 

publication of this newsletter. Moderate fitness 
level required. 
Cost: Free. 
Info & bookings: Carol 4129 5979 

 

 

Mt Walsh 

 

Land for wildlife Members Day 

Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee 
(MRCCC)  
 Tentative date Sun 1st June 

Call MRCCC to confirm date, time and details: 
5482 4766. 

 

Mary River Catchment Coordinating 

Committee (MRCCC) General Meeting 

 Tues 3 June, Gympie 
Info & RSVP: admin@mrccc.org.au or 5482 4766 
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Table-Talk: Planned obsolescence. Here 

ends the warranty! Do things need to break?  

Transition Town Hervey Bay (TTHB) 
 Tue 3 June, 5.15-6pm, Hervey Bay Library. 

Cost: Free. 
Info: Maggie 0418 543 866 or tt_hb@hotmail.com  

 

World Environment Day (WED) 

 Thu 5 June 
Take positive environmental action, celerate WED! 
 

Faser Coast Branch of the Wildlife 

Preservation Society of Queensland 

(FCWPSQ) General Meeting  

 Sun 8 June, 1pm, Maryborough. 
Info & RSVP: Vanessa 0428 624 366 

 

Peak Oil, is it possible to break the 

addiction?  

Transition Town Hervey Bay (TTHB) 
 Thu 19 June, 5.15-6pm, Hervey Bay Library. 

Cost: Free. 
Info: Maggie 0418 543 866 or tt_hb@hotmail.com  

 

Working Bee at Arkarra Lagoons, Dundowran 

Friends of Arkarra Lagoons 

 Sat 21 June, from 8am. 
Info: Dawn 4128 7470 

 

 

Arkarra Lagoons 

 

 

 

 

Noosa Festival of Water 

 Sun 29 June, 10am-3pm, Lake Macdonald 
Amphitheatre & Noosa Botanic Gardens  
http://www.facebook.com/noosafestivalofwater  
 

 
Noosa Festival of Water 

 

Table-Talk: Peak Oil, is it possible to break 

the addiction?   

Transition Town Hervey Bay (TTHB) 
 Thu 3 July, 5.15-6pm, Hervey Bay Library. 

Cost: Free. 
Info: Maggie 0418 543 866 or tt_hb@hotmail.com  

 

Afloat Creative Regions Concert and 

Presentations in Maryborough   

 Sat 5 July, evening, Queens Park, Maryborough. 
Cost: Free. 
Info: Shelley 0438 515 844 
 

 
 

Greater Mary Association’s Office Bearers 

 

President: Dr Tanzi Smith 

Vice-President: Lawrie Wilson 

Treasurer: Ross Smith 

Secretary: Glenda Pitman 

Assistant Secretary: Juanita Johnston 

Liaison Officer with other environmental groups: John 
Williams 

Liaison Office with Lock The Gate: Ross Ellis 

Newsletter Editor: Cécile Espigolé 
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Suggested Reading 
 

Tandora – A Pioneer’s Dream 

by Lindsay Titmarsh 

Written to commemorate the centenary of the Titmarsh 
family’s arrival at Tandora in 1907, this book 
encompasses the unique lifestyle and observations 
made by many generations during lifetimes of living on 
the last large coastal property on the Southern 
Queensland Coast. Packed full of interesting facts and 
730 photographs, it awakens the reader to the 
decisions that have to be made when balancing 
environmental concerns against the need for progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tandora still has large areas of totally untouched 
wilderness and wetlands, as well as thousands of 
acres of fully developed grazing and farmland. The 
author presents 36 chapters of ‘no holds barred’ 
interesting reading that has something for everyone. 
Droughts, floods, dingoes, wild pigs, horses, cattle, 
birds, trees, earthworks are just some of the topics 
explored. Another chapter written by the author’s great 
grandmother in 1901, describes life in Brisbane from 
when she arrived there as a child in 1853. 

 

About the Author: 

Born in 1948, Lindsay Titmarsh lives with his family in 
Tandora, a sprawling 11,000 acre (4,400 hectare) 
property on the Mary River, near Maryborough and 
Hervey. He is third in a line of five generations who 
have called the property ‘home’. Through hard work 
and skilful farming, the family has turned their once 
unproductive wilderness into one of the most 
successful cattle raising properties in the district while 
still retaining its natural beauty and abundant wildlife. 
 

 
 

  
Lindsay Titmarsh ‘Butch’ at Tandora  
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Creatures/plants of the Mary River 

In this issue: Turtles of the Mary River 

Did you know that there are 6 turtles in the Mary River? 
More information about Elusor macrurus on page 16. 
 
The Mary River turtle (Elusor macrurus)  
Short neck, shell to 400mm, slate grey on top, pale creamy 
yellow underneath. Males have very large, fat tail. Mostly 
found in the river and major creeks. See picture below. 

 
 
White-throated snapping turtle (Elseya albagula) 
Short neck, shell to 450mm, dark brown above and below. 
Head robust, thick neck. Females creamy white on side of 
face, males grey. Mostly found in the river and major creeks. 
See picture below. 

 
 
Saw-shelled turtle (Wollumbinia latisternum)  
Short neck, shell up to 300mm long. Rear of shell serrated, 
shell varies from dark to fawn, often with a motley 
appearance. Mostly found in headwaters, creeks and river. 
See picture below. 

 
 

Kreffts turtle (Emydura macquarii krefftii)  
Short neck, shell up to 350mm, olive brown on top, off 
white underneath. Distinctive yellow patch behind eye. 
Mostly found in dams, creeks and river. See picture 
below. 

 
 
Eastern snake-necked turtle (Chelodina 
longicollis) 
Long neck, shell to 260mm, dark above, underneath 
yellowish with dark outlines. Long black neck which 
completely retracts. Mostly found in waterholes and 
creeks. See picture below. 
 

 
 
Broad-shelled turtle (Chelodina expansa)  
Long neck, shell to 480mm. Shell darkish brown above, 
lighter underneath. Neck thick, head flattened. Mostly 
found in waterholes and creeks. See picture below. 
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More about The Mary River Turtle (Elusor macrurus) 
 
The Mary River Turtle is endangered in Queensland and 
nationally. It is found in the Mary River from Gympie to the 
tidal reaches upstream from Maryborough. It probably 
occurs in all the deeper holes of the Mary River downstream 
from around Kenilworth to the barrage upstream from 
Maryborough. 
 

QUICK FACTS 
 

 The turtle's shell is smooth, streamlined and 
unpatterned and reaches 40 cm in length. The males 
have a very long and fat tail which is unique among 
freshwater turtles. 

 The Mary River Turtle breathes through its bum - this is 
called cloacal ventilation. This special trait means the 
Mary River Turtle can stay under water for days at a 
time - but only when the water is flowing and well 
oxygenated. 

 The turtle nesting season goes from October to 
January. The females are believed to attend to the 
same nesting site evey year. 
 

In the 1960s and 70s, baby Mary River Turtles were sold as 
penny turtles. This meant almost an entire generation of 
turtles was removed from the wild leaving a reduced and 
ageing population. 
 

 
 

    
Mary River Turtle at Love Mary Day, May 2013 
 

Fact sheets on the Mary River turtles: 
http://mrccc.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2013/10/Turtles_Mary-River-fact-sheet.pdf  
http://mrccc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Turtle-
Key-Part-A.pdf 
http://mrccc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Turtle-
Key-Part-B.pdf 

 

 
Mary River Turtle by Marilyn Connell 

Today, nesting is threatened by egg predation from feral 
animals and goannas, and nest trampling by cattle. This 
threat has the potential to remove another generation from 
the wild population and the entire species is at risk of 
extinction. The Tiaro Landcare Group has been working for 
11 years to address threat of predation. They have enabled 
about 4,000 baby turtles to hatch that might otherwise have 
been eaten while still in the egg. 
 

In the streams where the turtle lives and breeds, water 
quality has also declined over the past 20 years. Parts of the 
Mary River catchment have been cleared and heavily 
grazed and in those stretches of the river, the turtle is 
threatened by the effects of increased runoff, siltation and 
pollution. 
 

The information about the Mary River turtles presented on 
page 15 is courtesy of the the Tiaro Landcare Group and 
the information presented on page 16 is based on the 
information that the Wildlife Preservation Society of 
Queensland (WPSQ) is circulating as part of their campaign 
‘Reviving the amazing Mary River Turtle’. For every $30 you 
can give life to one Mary River Turtle hatchling. For 
donations: 
www.rainforestconnections.org/projects/MaryRiverTurtle  
 

For more information about the Mary River Turtle, visit the 
Tiaro Landcare Group Website:  
www.maryriverturtle.com  
 

Latest report on 2012/2013 nesting season available at:  
http://www.maryriverturtle.com/wp-
content/uploads/2011/09/Tiaro-Landcare-Mary-River-turtle-
Report-2011-2012.pdf 
 
 

Please email greatermary@gmail.com by mid-June if 
you have some information that you would like us to 
publish in our July, August & September newsletter. 
 

     
     GMA Newsletter April, May & June 2014 

   Page 16 

 

http://mrccc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Turtles_Mary-River-fact-sheet.pdf
http://mrccc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Turtles_Mary-River-fact-sheet.pdf
http://mrccc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Turtle-Key-Part-A.pdf
http://mrccc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Turtle-Key-Part-A.pdf
http://mrccc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Turtle-Key-Part-B.pdf
http://mrccc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Turtle-Key-Part-B.pdf
http://www.rainforestconnections.org/projects/MaryRiverTurtle
http://www.maryriverturtle.com/
http://www.maryriverturtle.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Tiaro-Landcare-Mary-River-turtle-Report-2011-2012.pdf
http://www.maryriverturtle.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Tiaro-Landcare-Mary-River-turtle-Report-2011-2012.pdf
http://www.maryriverturtle.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Tiaro-Landcare-Mary-River-turtle-Report-2011-2012.pdf
mailto:greatermary@gmail.com

